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Parent Teacher Interviews 

Thank you to parents who attended the recent Parent Teacher Evening.  These occasions are important opportunities for 

valuable discussion to maximise the learning potential of students.  It is through positive partnerships between staff, par-

ents and students that will enable best outcomes for all. 

 

ANZAC Ceremony 

On the Friday prior to the ANZAC Day, the School Captains, Aleshia Evans and Billy Williams, and the Deputy School Cap-

tains, Julia Conway and Garry Williams, conducted an ANZAC Day Remembrance Ceremony at school.  They did a great job 

and the ceremony was well received by students. 

Aleshia and Billy represented the school at the town ANZAC Day Ceremony, laying a wreath and reading the Requiem at 

the St. Arnaud RSL Sub-Branch service which followed. 

 

Central Australian Tour 

I thank Mr Sharp for his organisation of this tour and, in particular, his efforts to ensure that all who wanted to participate 

were able to.  I am sure that the trip will be a great success.  Success will rely on all to be 

considerate of others and respond by assisting when asked.  A program has been 

organised for those Year 9 & 10 students not going on the trip and they are required 

to attend school as normal. 

  

Innovations Showcase 

The Secondary College has been invited to present at the 2009 Innovations Show-

case.  We have been invited to present a 45 minute presentation outlining details of 

our Blended Learning Gateways program.  This presentation is a significant event 

held at the Crown Palladium on Friday May 15.  Mrs Montgomery and I will be co-

presenting but we will be including interviews with a number of people involved with 

the program.  We hope to present a professional multimedia presentation that will 

include images of St Arnaud and the program in operation.  

 

35 Years of Service 

Congratulations to Mr Bazeley on the completion of 35 years of service with the Edu-

cation Department.  Much of this time has been at St Arnaud Secondary College where 

for many years Mr Bazeley has been known as the woodwork teacher, although he 

does teach other subjects.  Mr Bazeley will be formally recognised when he receives 

a 35 Year Service Award as part of Education Week 2009. 

 

Interschool Athletics 

The Interschool Athletics were held in St Arnaud on Thursday April 23rd.  Once again, 

Mr Cornwell was the main organiser of the event which, as usual, ran very smoothly.  

Craig was supported by many others in ensuring the sports were a success and 

thanks are extended to all who assisted.  I would like to single out the Parents Club 
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Dates to Remember! 

Central Australia Tour 

9th-22nd May 

NZ Senior Hockey 

28th May 

NCSSSA Cross Country 

29th May 

Enviro Week Year 9 

1st-5th June 
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who once again ran the canteen which provided food and refreshments throughout the day.  A full report of the day is in-

cluded in the newsletter.  As you will read St Arnaud Secondary College won the overall competition and many students 

and relay teams won events which will see a large group go to the Northern Zone Competition. 

 

House Cross Country Run 

The weather on Monday was ideal for this event which was won by Holmes.  This means that Holmes have completed the 

treble of swimming, athletics and cross country running.  Mr Cornwell is in the process of finalising the team for the inter-

school event which traditionally we have done very well at.  I hope that the students involved will do some dedicated train-

ing in preparation.  Well done to the age group champions and all that competed to the best of their ability. 

Ian Peel 

Principal 

 

CALENDAR 

2ND TERM 

Saturday 9th-Friday 22nd MayñCentral Australia Tour Years 9 & 10 

Thursday 28th May-NZ Senior Hockey 

Friday 29th May-NCSSSA Cross Country St.Arnaud 

1st ð5th June-Enviro Week Year 9 

Monday 8th June-Queens Birthday Holiday 

9th & 10th Juneð Year 12 Exams 

Wednesday  10th Juneð International Schools Science Competition 

Thursday 11th Juneð Year 12 GAT 

Friday 12th June-Report Writing Day. No students required at school 

Thursday 18th June-NZ Cross Country 

Friday 26th Juneð Reports Distributed, Term 2 Ends 

 

We are lucky to have Kevin Griffiths a Youth Worker from Grampians Community Health Centre work-

ing from the Student Wellbeing Office fortnightly on Wednesdays.  Kevin will be available for appoint-

ments from 12.00 -3.20pm.   Students wanting to see Kevin need to see Mrs Chapman  (Student Wel-

fare Coordinator) so that an appointment can be arranged.   

Hearing Tests will be conducted on Tuesday July 14th all students in year 7 will receive a permission 

form,  students in other year levels need to see Mrs Chapman if they wish to obtain a permission form. 

  

Bus Travellers  

From now on students will not be able to get off the bus at the primary school 

to go to Lord Nelson park for sport practice or to go down the street, 

etc.   Once you are on the bus at the Secondary College you will only be allowed 

off at your designated stop.  

 

 TERM DATES-2009 

TERM 1   2nd Febrauryñ3rd April 

TERM 2    20th April-26th June 

TERM 3   13th July-18th September 

TERM 4    5th October-18th December 
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From the Desk of the Assistant Principal 
 

 

The cold weather is once again upon us and there have been two issues that have come to my attention. The first is the uniform. The 

cold weather appears that it is here to stay so ensure that your son/daughter has complete winter uniform and if they do not, remember 

to send  along with them  a note to get a uniform pass until the uniform can be organised. 

 

Secondly there has been a number of students coming to school ill. Whilst it is great that students do not want to miss classes and fall 

behind, it is concerning when they are contagious or when they have to be sent home. It is far better for a child to have a day off and 

recover than come to school ill and potentially infect others and take more time to get better themselves. 

 

Walking through the school is always a fantastic experience. The high levels of engagement of the students and staff makes for a won-

derful feel to the school. The students and staff (well done to those staff that competed) that recently ran the cross country demon-

strated this high commitment to participation and everyone having a go and doing their best. It was also great to see so many parents 

and community members out providing support, thank you. Thanks also goes to Mr Craig Cornwell for his great organisation of the day. 

 

We have had the privilege of two outstanding student teachers working at the College.  Jac and Regan have been teaching in the English 

and Science faculties. They have had some great lessons and contribute strongly within the learning program. 

 

Two teachers Mr Alistair Sharp and Ms Erin McCarthy have acquired their bus licence. Well done and thank you on behalf of the school 

and students. This commitment to the development of skills by the staff at St Arnaud enables students to access excursions and activi-

ties that they either may not have been able to or that would have come at a high cost. 

 

Lastly the ANZAC Day Ceremony that was conducted by the captains of St Arnaud Secondary College was carried out professionally and 

of a very high level. I would like to formally acknowledge the work of Ms Aleshia Evans in the compilation of a video that she put together 

of her own volition. Also Mr Billy Williams, Garry Williams and Julia Conway in their running of the ceremony and contributions. Well 

Done. 

 

Rebecca Montgomery 

(Assistant Principal) 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday Year 11 Legal Studies and Psychology students visited Loddon Prison, near Castlemaine, as part of 

their Schools Education program. It was quite an experience entering the confines of the prison. It has the ex-

pected tight security, including high electrified wire fences and a series of heavy metal doors to enter through, 

but it also goes against the prison stereotype in other ways with lovely gardens and unit blocks similar in style 

to university residences. Students viewed a data show presentation outlining aspects of the criminal justice 

system, different types of criminal sanctions and Victoriaõs prison system. They were then able to question and 

converse with a carefully selected panel of 4 prisoners who were serving sentences for various crimes. This was 

followed by small group discussions which gave students the chance to question the prisoners more specifically 

on their crimes and their experiences within the justice system and the prison environment. All students in-

volved found this a most interesting and valuable activity. Not only did they gain insights important to their stud-

ies, but also some very valuable messages about costly mistakes, poor choices and decisions and the conse-

quences of these and the idea of individual responsibility in life.   
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AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL AIRSHOW 2009 

Ten lucky Year 11 and VCAL students from St Arnaud Secondary arrived after an early start at the Australian International 

Airshow held at Avalon Airport on Friday 13th March 2009.  They took part in the Careers and Skills ð Aerospace, Aviation 

and Defence ð Student Information Day in which the students listened to a variety of inspirational talks held by Industry 

Speakers and Young Industry Ambassadors.  The highlight of the morning was the presentation by Adelaide Astronaut Dr 

Andy Thomas.  His awesome recollection of his space walks and the many wonderful experiences he has had during his 

career was something that the students were amazed by!   Directly after this presentation, Dr Andy Thomas presented Ash-

ley Aspland (aka Jake Garton) with a $100 Coles Gift Certificate for his contribution to the winning Student Surveys that 

were part of the preparation for the day!   After a brief viewing of other educational stands at the Expo, students were 

given a free rein and were able to view and inspect many different types of aircraft from both the private sectors, emer-

gency services and the many defence forces.  Lunch was provided and there were many helpful but fun sample bags from 

a great many exhibitors to take home.  Students saw aircraft fly-by demonstrations, got to walk through larger cargo air-

craft, saw skydivers fall from the sky with giant flags and much more!  It was a day to remember!  The Local Community 

Partnership (NCLLEN) provided the funding that covered all transport costs and St Arnaud Secondary College would like to 

extend a huge thanks to this organisation.  Without this type of support, many programs like this great educational value 

cannot run! 

 

 

 

 

 

The highlight of the day was when Ashley 

Aspland received a prize presented by Dr 

Andy Thomas! (at left) 

The St Arnaud Crew! 

 

From Front Left - Shane 

Pickthall, James McKinley, 

Jessica Glen, Jonathon Ca-

sey, Ashley Aspland and 

Brittany Matthews 

From Back Left ð Nick 

Hendy, Andrew Niblett, An-

drew Harvey, Mrs Karen 

Medlyn, Joseph Battersby. 


