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St Arnaud and District Newcomers’ Bar-B-Q
St Arnaud Church of Christ, in conjunction with Rotary, and with the support of the Northern Grampians Shire, invite
anyone who has moved into the St Arnaud district during the past two yearsto a free Bar-B-Q. Itisto be held at
6:00pm on Sunday February 22™ in the 'Market Square' behind the Town Hall (Wet weather venue: Perry room in
the Town Hall Complex). Thisis an opportunity to meet and mingle with others new to the community and those who
have been here a litle longer. Take the opportunity to learn more about the community in which you live. Represen-
tatives of some of the local service organizations, clubs, societies, and service groups will be present.
RSVP to Andrew George (Ph: 5495 1570) or Kevin Spence (Ph:0408 353 966) By Monday 16" Febmuary
Email argeorge@westnet.com.au or Kevin.Spence@ngshire.vic.qov.au

Ausiirelia Brsion
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A huge THANK YOU to

WEIRS IGA
SUPERMARKET

r_/ for their kind donation of fresh apples,
oranges and grapes for energy replenishment
J during the recent
School House Swimming Sports.
The grapes were a huge hit!

Tulsa Andrews — School Nurse
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Information for Parents

School Council Elections 2009

What is a school council and what does it do?

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are
given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this,
a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its
students.

Who is on the school council?

There are three possible categories of membership:

A mandated elected Parent category . More than one third of the total members must be
from this category. Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD)
employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as they are not employed
at the school.

A mandated elected DEECD employee category . Members of this category may make up
no more than one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the
school is automatically one of these members.

An optional Community member category . Its members are co-opted by a decision of
the council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DEECD employees are
not eligible to be Community members.

The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating
vacancies for the annual school council elections.

Why is Parent membership so important?

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help
shape the direction of the schoal.

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and
may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.

How can you become involved?

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However,
ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.

In view of this, you might seriously consider
standing for election as a member of the school council
encouraging another person to stand for election.

Do I need special experience to be on school counci  1?

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with
others to help shape the school's future.

SHE




What do you need to do to stand for election?

The principal will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement of Term 1
each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March.

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or
you can nominate yourself in the Parent category.

DEECD employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to
nominate as parents for the school council where their child is enrolled

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice
of election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your
completed nomination.

If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be
conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.
Remember

Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do
Consider standing for election to council this year

Be sure to vote in the elections.

Notice of Election and Call for Nominations

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of St Arnaud
Secondary College.

Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4 pm on
Thursday February 19, 20009.

Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted
at the school. The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in
each membership category open for election are as follows —

Membership category Term of office Number of positions

Parent member From the day after the 3 positions vacant
date of the declaration of
the poll in 2009 to and
inclusive of the date of the
declaration of the poll in
2011.

DEECD employee member | From the day after the 2 positions vacant
date of the declaration of
the poll in 2009 to and
inclusive of the date of the
declaration of the poll in
2011.

All 2 year vacancies

Both 2 year vacancies

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that
effect and calling for further nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the
school.

lan Peel

Principal
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Timeline for 2009 School Council elections

Nominations Open - Februar} 6

Nominations close - February™19

Ballot (if required) - February #3o February 25
Schoal Council to appoint Community Members — Mid

Annual meeting -Election of Office bearers and nee@nnual report- March 1

Membership Catego Member: Members whose term
office has expired (these
members may renominate)

Parent members (6) Ricky Summers Greg Simpson

2 year term Ros Mathews Wayne Griffith

Cheryl Spence Samantha Mula

DE&T Employee membel | lan Pee Colin Macgowa

(5) Rebecca Montgomery Clinton Lobley

2 year term Dave Reynolds

Community Members (- | Mick Martin FrWarren Rumb|

2 year term Jane Sutherland One posttion vacant
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School Council Elections
Nomination Form for Parent Member Category

| wishtonominate ... e e for an elected position
as a parent/guardian

representative ONthe ... e s school
icouncil.

| am the parent/guardian Of ... e e :
who is/are currently enrolled at this school.

The person | have nominated is the parent/guardian of
............................................................... , Who is/are currently enrolled at this

The person | have nominated is an employee of the Department of Education and
Early Childhood Development:

Yes / No (please circle)

Signature of Nominator: ...........ccoiiiiiiiiiiii e

Candidate to complete

| am prepared to serve as a Parent member of the above named school council. |
hereby declare that | am not an undischarged bankrupt and that | am not currently
serving a sentence for an indictable offence.

Signature of Candidate: ...

Date: ...

'You will be notified when your nomination has been received.

()* )+ . ) 4




School Council Elections

Self-Nomination Form for Parent Member Category

| wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent/guardian
representative on the

Home phone: ...,

BUSINESS PhoNe: ..o,

| am the parent/guardian Of ... :
who is/are currently enrolled at this school.

| am an employee of the Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development:

Yes /| No (please circle)

| accept the nomination and | am prepared to serve as a Parent member of the above
named school council. | hereby declare that | am not an undischarged bankrupt and
that | am not currently serving a sentence for an indictable offence.

Signature of Candidate: ..........ccooviiiiiii i Date: ............

You will be notified when your nomination has been received.
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