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Hall Extension  
Tony Tillig has commenced work on this extension.  The extension is expected to be completed by the end of the 
year.  
 
Stadium Floor  
The floor replacement has al most been completed.  It looks great and will be a valuable facility for th e use of the 
school and wider community for many years to come.  The contactor laying the floor believes, that with due care, 
the floor will last for at least 50 years.   

 

Year 12 students 
Today is the last day for Year 12 students.  Most will then be invo lved in formal external exams over the following 
few weeks.  For these we wish them luck but, as well, I would like to thank and congratulate them for their 
contribution to the college over the last 6 years.  In particular, I would like to thank them for t he leadership and 
example they provided for students throughout their final year.  I wish all well in future years and hope that you will 
return to St Arnaud Secondary College at times to tell us of your progress.  

 

Melbourne Cup Holiday 
I confirm that the Melbourne Cup holiday will be taken on Melbourne Cup day, Tuesday 3 rd November.  The Monday 
prior to Melbourne Cup day will be a normal school day and students are required to attend school.  
 
High Challenge Camp 
Students and staff who participated in this camp during the first week of term had a great time.  The camp is run by 
the Victorian Police Force and provides participants in a wide range on adventure and chal lenge activities.  Staff 
report  that the behaviour of our students was excellent and we hope that we can make the camp an annual event.  I 
again thank Rosanne Chapman for her organisation and the support given by Karen Medlyn,  Dion Griffin and Garry 
Allen also committe d to attending the camp which was  greatly appreciated.  
 
Maths Competition  
A number of  students entered the Australian Mathematics Competition and a full report will be given in the 
newsletter but I wish to congratulate the students that received distinction awards.  They were Kaarin Goode Senior 
Competition, Year 12 Distinction; Jac k Cornwell Junior Competition, Year 8    Distinction and Kimberley Hendry 
Junior Competition, Year 7    Distinction.  Well done to all who participated in this competition.  
  
English Competition  
Students have also received the results of the English Competit ion which they participated in earlier in the year.  
Students who received distinctions were Rory Fahey, Hugh Sutherland, Kimberley Hendry, Kiandra Cook and Georgia 
Douglas.  Once again a more detailed report will be included in the newsletter.  Again, wel l done to all students who 
participated in this competition.  
 
Northern Zone Athletics  
This turned out to be a great day for our students with results being the best we have experienced from an overall 
consistency prospective.  Whilst the conditions were co ld with a strong head wind in the final straight our students 
competed very successfully. Students who have won events and hence progress to state level are Joshua Pickthall, 
Julia Conway, Karina Cameron, Kenny Flanagan, Luke Pickthall, Courtney McLean, Zoey Torney, Hugh Jackson, 
James Condie and Anika Torney.  A more detailed report will be included in the newsletter.  Well done to all 
involved.  
 
Victorian Student Number  
Information for Parents and Students  
 
The following is a copy of a release for parents  and students informing of them of the Victorian Student number.  
Our school is currently working with the Department of Education and early childhood Development to allocate a 
Victorian student number to each student at the school.  

The Victorian Student Number (VSN) is a student identification number that will be assigned by the Department of Education and 

Early Childhood Development to all students in government and non-government schools, and students in Vocational Education 

and Training Institutions. The number, which is unique to each student, will be used as a key identifier on a studentôs school 
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 The Victorian Student Number (VSN) is a student identification number that will be assigned by the Department of Education and 

Early Childhood Development to all students in government and non-government schools, and students in Vocational Education 

and Training Institutions. The number, which is unique to each student, will be used as a key identifier on a studentôs school 

records, and will remain with the student throughout his or her education, until reaching the age of 25. The VSN is nine digits 

long, randomly assigned, and tied to identifying information about the student (name, gender, date of birth). 

The introduction of the VSN will provide the capability to accurately detect patterns of student movement through, and departure 

from, the Victorian education and training system. It will greatly improve the collection and analysis of timely and accurate data 

about education in Victoria. 

Why do students need to have a VSN?  

In a large and diverse education system such as Victoria's, a standard, centrally assigned student number is the best way to identify 

individual students. Using a reference number to collect and store data helps avoid the errors and confusion when names are 

misspelled, changed, or mistaken for other similar names. 

Most Australian states either have, or are intending to introduce a student number, and the practice is common in many other 

countries, including New Zealand and Canada. 

Where will the VSN appear?  

The VSN will appear: 

¶ on common student communications , such as enrolment confirmations and report cards, and  

¶ on applications made for enrolment in new schools or institutions.  

Why does the government need information on students?  

The Department collects information to track improvements made to the education system, to identify areas that require further 

improvement, and to analyse trends and identify future needs. The VSN will simply improve the accuracy, reliability and 

completeness of this information, providing a better basis for assessing needs and developing policies to meet them. The improved 

quality of information will also result in more accurate reporting to the community on the stateôs education system. 

Will the privacy of personal information be protected?  

Yes, security is built in to the VSN system and the number itself. The student records maintained in the VSN system contain 

minimal information about each student ï name, date of birth, and gender together with the date of admission and date of exit from 

each school attended. 

The VSN system is not a collection point for other student data such as academic achievements and outcomes, health or welfare 

information. Because the number is randomly assigned, personal information about the student cannot be inferred from it. 

Access to the data in the VSN system is strictly limited, and the database itself will be maintained in a fully secure environment. 

The information will be used only for educational purposes and the ways in which the VSN can be used are prescribed by 

legislation. The legislation also includes criminal offences for use of the data for other than the prescribed purposes. 

Commonwealth and State Privacy Principles have also been used to guide the design of the VSN system. 

Are parents and students entitled to see the information stored on the VSN system about the student?  
Yes. The system will not change the rules governing access to and disclosure of personal information and protection of privacy. 

What do schools think of the new system? 

Schools, other education organisations and education experts have been regularly consulted during the development and design of 

the VSN. Care has been taken to minimise the administrative demands that the VSN places on schools. There has been broad 

support from the education sector in general, for the introduction of the VSN. 

 

Ian Peel  

Principal  

http://www.privacy.vic.gov.au/dir100/priweb.nsf/content/AAF32B312EE4BE7BCA256C4D000EF235?OpenDocument%20


 
 

 
Several students from St Arnaud Secondary College got to know their local Police better by participating in the 
High Challenge Program.  The program began in 1994 and was developed using the òChallenge by Choiceó  
theory  incorporating a number of Adventure Based Learning Tools in a three day camp.  The basic philosophy 
of which is that people òlearn by doingó and they learn more effectively if they enjoy what they are doing. 
The program takes people outdoors and places them in situations which involve an element of risk, challenge 
and adventure.  The aim of the program is to enable people to identify their strengths and weaknesses in 
regards to their personal skills with an overriding goal of improvin g self concept while working with others.  
After each activity, the benefits are discussed and then related back to the work place, school environment 
and life generally so the participant can identify how the skills are important to their personal develop ment.  
Before the proposed camp High Challenge Program staff members visit the school and address the participants.  
Over the duration of the camp, members of the Victorian Police, school staff and young people live and work 
together in dormitory style acco mmodation.  
Some of the physical challenges encountered on the camp include a High Ropes Course, Low Ropes Course, 
orienteering and a time/people management activity known as òOperation KAOSó. 
High Challenge is a rewarding experience and has enormous benefits.  St Arnaud Secondary College hope to 
make it an annual part of our program.  
This is what some of the students had to say about the program:  
òThe High Challenge was a great camp for team bonding.   It was great to get to know the cops better.  The 
activities were great and so was the food.ó 
òBrad went good shuffling on the high ropes.  Karen loved the flying fox.ó 
òIt was a great team building camp that had games to play all day.ó 
The camp would not have happened without the support of the St Arnaud and Stawell Police,  School Focused 
Youth  and the Victorian Transport Branch who supplied a bus and driver.  

 
 

                                     High Challenge Camp 
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The Stepping Up Program 
 
Commencing on the 30th of November to 15 th December is the òStepping Up Programó. This is where all 
students of St Arnaud Secondary College will commence the next years work.  
This is of great benefit to all students as their school year officially starts two weeks before the school 
holidays. The outcomes for those stude nts commencing VCE unit 1 or 4 is highly beneficial.  
All teachers will be commencing the VCE course with students entering into VCE 2010 in this time.  
If students are absent they will be required to catch up on this work in their own time. There may be 
assessment tasks and readings set by teachers for students during the Christmas holiday period.  
By commencing the courses early it enables teachers to deliver the material over a longer period of time 
so that students are able to pace themselves evenly throu ghout the year and achieve their best.  
By providing extra time it will reduce the òend of year rushó before the exam period to get work 
completed and allow more exam preparation to be undertaken. In this way your child will be supported 
through their educ ation to achieve the best outcomes each year by commencing the next years work at 
the end of each year.  
At a time of the year when a number of schools are òwinding downó the teachers at St Arnaud Secondary 
College are committed to preparing the students fo r the next year and continuing their education until 
the end of the school year, to provide a òstep upó for them. 
I appreciate the support of parents and guardians of this program and look forward to seeing the 
outstanding results that students will achiev e via this added program.  
 
Weather 
With the change in weather please ensure that you encourage your child to wear sunscreen and a hat to 
school.  
If your child does not have the correct summer uniform then please send them with a note, the agreed 
process is for all students without correct uniform to obtain a uniform pass.   
 
Study Group 
Just a reminder that study group is still in operation in the ILC on Tuesdays and Thursdays afterschool. 
This is staffed so that students can receive support and assistance with their studies.  
 
Thankyou 
 
Rebecca Montgomery 
(Assistant Principal) 
 

SECOND ð HAND BOOK SALE 
The date for the Book sale will be Wednesday 25

th
 November, to be held 

in the ILC time 6p.m. ð 8 p.m. Booklists will be d ue back on Friday 27
th

 
November. The idea is that parents or older responsible students can 
come with their books and sell them on the night, or if there are books 
which they require for the next year they may be able to purchase these 
at this time if avai lable. A list will be posted on the bulletin board at 
school of books for each year level that may be acquired second ð hand 
only incoming Yr 7õs will have this on their booklist. Any queries contact 
Jenny Supple or Jane Sutherland 54951785. 
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Northern Zone Athletics  
On Thursday 8th October, over forty students represented St.Arnaud Secondary College at the Northern 
Zone Athletics in Bendigo. All students acquitted themselves well and should be proud of their efforts to 
represent the school at this level. The day proved to be one of the most successful at this level. The 
students won a combined tally of 37 medallions. The tally included 14 gold, 14 silver and 9 bronze. 
There were another 9 students who finished fourth in t heir event, narrowly missing a medal. Our 
students competed in 56 events and finished in the top four in 46 of these events, an outstanding 
achievement. On top of this, ten students qualified for the state athletics championships at Olympic 
Park. Congratulations to Anika Torney, James Condie-McKenny, Courtney McLean, Hugh Jackson, Zoey 
Torney, Luke Pickthall, Kenny Flanagan, Karina Cameron, Joshua Pickthall and Julia Conway.  
Thanks to all students for practicing so hard in the lead up to this day. The extra  practice certainly 
showed in the results we were able to achieve.  
Thanks also to the parents that travelled to Bendigo to support the students.  
 

FIRST SECOND THIRD 

J.Pickthall ð 100m C.McLean ð TJ K.Flanagan - JAV 

J.Pickthall ð 200m C.McLean ð 100m Z.Notting ð DIS 

J.Pickthall ð 800m A.Torney ð 100m K.Baldwin ð Hurdles 

Z.Torney ð 800m A.Torney ð 200m S.Grigg ð Hurdles 

Z.Torney ð 1500m A.Torney ð LJ H.Jackson ð DIS 

L.Pickthall ð 100m A.Torney ð JAV K.Cameron ð LJ 

L.Pickthall ð 200m M.Grigg ð Hurdles N.Sutton ð 200m 

K.Cameron ð 400m H.Jackson ð HJ L.Pickthall ð TJ 

K.Flanagan ð Hurdles R.Torney ð DIS Boys 14 yrs relay 

A.Torney ð TJ K.Cameron ð 100m  

J.Conway ð LJ K.Cameron ð TJ  

H.Jackson ð LJ J.Conway ð 100m  

J.Condie-McKenny - LJ Girls 13 yrs relay  

C.McLean - LJ Boys 13 yrs relay  

 
Craig Cornwell 
(Sports Coordinator) 
 
 

English Competition  
 
The results for the English Competition for members of the Junior school have arrived. Some of 
our students received some terrific results. Kiandra Cook, Geo rgia Douglas, Hugh Sutherland, 
Rory Fahey and Kimberley Hendry all received Distinction Awards. Kiandraõs result was the best 
in the junior part of the school and her result put in the top 3% of state. Rory was in the top 
6%, Georgia was in the top 7%, and Hugh and Kimberley were in the top 9%.  
 
Credit Awards were achieved by Rebecca Arbuckle, Vienna Harkness and Zoe Evans in Year 7. 
The Year 8 students who achieved Credit Awards were Zoey Torney, Tianna Hendy and Jacob 
Tillig.  
 
Congratulations to the stude nts on their achievements.  Other students who ôhad a goõ at the 
competition received Participation certificates for their efforts.  
Results for the rest of the school will be available in the next week and will be distributed to 
the students as soon as they come to hand.  

 



 

 

 
2009 Australian Mathematic Competition  

This event was introduced in Australia in 1978 as the first Competition in Australian Schools. It has 

become the largest single event on the Australian Education Calendar, allowing students to attempt the 

same tasks, on the same day in about 40 countries. It has become a truly international event, with 

countries throughout the Pacific and South East Asia, and some from even further afield taking part.  

39 St. Arnaud Secondary College students sat the competition in August.  

Distinction Awards      -awarded to student s in the top 15%  in Victoria   (Year 12 ð in the top 25%)  

Kaarin Goode Year 12 Senior  

Kimberley Hendry  Year 7  Junior  

Jack Cornwell  Year 8  Junior  

 Credit Awards               -awarded to students in the top 50%  

Shaun McNaulty  Year 12 Senior  

Andrew Er win Year 10  Intermediate  

Claudia Douglas Year 9  Intermediate  

Sophie Freeman Year 9  Intermediate  

Jacob Tillig  Year 8  Junior  

Zoey Torney  Year 8  Junior  

Rory Fahey Year 7  Junior  

Rebecca Arbuckle  Year 7  Junior  

Hugh Sutherland  Year 7  Junior  

Jenna H icks Year 7  Junior  

 

 

 

Matthew Goode visited the Year 9 Visual Communication class recently and spoke about the rewards 

and challenges involved in his first year of his Bachelor of Graphic Design course in Bendigo.  

He showed th e students his impressive folio of work and explained the processes involved in each of 

the tasks.  

Matthew has enjoyed the course thus far and although the amount of work can be quite challenging 

at times, he has met the deadlines and received very favoura ble results.  

He also said that the groundwork laid in his years at St.Arnaud Secondary had been of great benefit 

to his ability to tackle the coursework.  

Matthew stayed on in the class as the students worked with the software program ôIllustratorõ and 

he c ertainly was of help to many of the students.  

Thankyou Matt for so generously donating your time to the benefit of our students .  
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Sheriddynõs Uõ17 Country Cobraõs Hockey travel diary  
Day One:  flew out of Melbourne at 10am... arrived in Singapore 4.30 their time, which would of been 6.30 
here. We then flew onto Penang, Malaysia. Arrived at motel and went down the street as a team. All of the 
Malaysians were waving and trying to talk to us.  
Day Two: went on a city tour of Penang, where we went to the Jet ty (which was disgusting, very dirty and 
smelly), saw a number of temples, including the standing and resting buddas. We had our first game against 
Penang Sports Club; we played against men and little children. They kept watering the field so it was nice a nd 
green for us, but they over watered it and it was very muddy and slippery. We lost 4 -3. After the match they 
threw us a party with a massive dinner and drinks, they then tried to teach us how to dance.  
Day Three: we travelled six hours by bus to the Gen ting Highlands, which is a massive theme park on top of a 
mountain. The motel at Genting Highlands has the biggest number of rooms compared to any motel in the 
world. It had 16,000 rooms. The only way up the mountain is by a cable car. We were then able to  spend the 
night at the theme park.  
Day Four: travelled from Genting Highlands to Kuala Lumpur. On the way we stopped at a temple where the 
biggest standing Budda is. Went up into the caves, where we were chased by monkeys. One of the girls got her 
bag snatched by one of the monkeys, but it got bored with it and threw it away. We then got to KL and had a 
city tour. Had a game against Royal Selangor Club, lost 2 -1. 
Day Five: We went to the Petronius towers (twin towers) and were able to see an awesome view o f Kuala 
Lumpur. We then went to the Chinese markets and spent the rest of the day there. That night we had a game 
against the Malaysian National Team, which was at 3 oõclock in the afternoon, at that time it was extremely 
hot. During the match my team were  dropping like flies with people getting hit and injured, others vomiting 
and unable to play. In the end our coach, team physio and sub goalie had to gear up and take the field. The 
end result isnõt quite known but weõre guessing it was around 15 nil. 
Day Six: travelled to Johor Bahru. The girls game was cancelled due to injuries and illness. We were then 
invited to have tea with the team at the golf club. They prepared a big meal and entertainment for us. On the 
way to the golf club as we were getting on t he bus, a guy with a big beer belly, no shirt on, greasy hand, and a 
chicken drum stick started chasing us and wiped his hand all over Hannahõs face. 
Day Seven: Travelled from Malaysia to Singapore, had to go through customs and security. For the rest of t he 
day we were able to go to the Singapore zoo, where we saw an elephant show  and able to see everything at 
the zoo. I was able to have a ride on the elephant with two other friends on the tour. I went out for tea at the 
steak house with a few people from the team and there was another family there, and they started singing 
happy birthday so we joined in. They ended inviting us over to have tea and cake with them.  
Day Eight: We travelled to Little India and China Town in Singapore. Had our first game in Sin gapore against a 
school team and won 2-1. It was our first win for the tour so everyone was extremely excited. We then went 
out for tea at a food court and then went to a night market near our motel.  
Day Nine: We were able to go lose in a big shopping mall  in Singapore for the day, or do what we wanted 
around the area of the motel. Had a match at 3 oõclock against another school team, we won 3-nil. Went out 
for tea in a fancy eatery street, where there was night clubs, bars and rich restaurants. Had an awes ome taxi 
driver who told us we had to win our last game because we are on top of the world, we had to win 4 -nil or he 
would be angry. Then he started singing his favourite song to us.  
Day Ten: Travelled to China Town and spent the day there. We had our las t game against another Singapore 
school team; we won 9 -nil, everyone was extremely happy, and planned for a big night.  
Day Eleven: we were set lose in Singapore for the day and were able to go wherever and do whatever we 
wanted. Most people just went to t he shopping malls and markets, but some people went to a theme park. 
Everyone went out for tea at our team restaurant ôMaggiesõ. We then had to sit around and wait at the motel 
for our flight at 12.05am (2.05am Aussie time). Went to Singapore airport and h ung out there for a bit, our 
flight got delayed because the tail wind was too strong so didnõt end up leaving till 12.45am (2.45am Aussie 
time), we then got onto our flight home.  
Day Twelve: were on the Flight all night and my TV didnõt work so I couldnõt watch any movies. Arrived in 
Melbourne at 8.30am, said good-bye to everyone and came back to good old St. Arnaud.  
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