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Year 7 School Camp—The Summit
Tuesday morning, before the sun came up, the Year 7s piled on to the bus and
made the long journey to the Summit Adventure Park. The drive was long and
there were many sections of the freeway that were limited to 80kph, making the
trip even longer! Nevertheless, the students arrived ready and raring to go.
Full Report and activity photos pages 3-4
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Principal’s report
School Review and Self-Evaluation
As I have mentioned previously, the College is undertaking its 4 year review this year which
will culminate in our new 4 year Strategic Plan. All Government Schools in Victoria are required to undertake a 4 yearly review and create a Strategic Plan which outlines the major directions of the college for the next 4 years. The first component of the review is to complete a
self-evaluation. Staff and School Council have already begun part of this task.
As we did four years ago, we are seeking feedback on three questions about the school:
What should the school keep doing? (things we are doing well)
What should the school stop doing? (things we don’t do well)
What should the school start doing? (things that we don’t do but could make the school
better)
I have included a link to the survey, which can be completed and tabulated anonymously. I
have also asked family mentors to contact families to offer any assistance in completing the
survey, so if you do not want to do it on-line, your mentor will record your responses.
https://forms.gle/AyUQ9cK4wz9qUkNJ8
There is no doubt that a thorough self-evaluation, with involvement from parents, students and
staff, leads to a better Strategic Plan and we have about 2 months to complete this part of our
work.
Parents Club AGM
On Wednesday, the Parent’s Club held their Annual General Meeting at the Royal Hotel. With
only 6 people in attendance, decisions and directions were difficult to discuss and the option of
putting Parent’s Club into recess was discussed. After some healthy discussion it was agreed
that following a number of years of finding helpers difficult to find, Parent’s Club would no
longer be responsible for the catering events that occurred during the day throughout the year.
Parents Club is now looking at creating a new focus and purpose – with the general aim of supporting students and the school. What this will eventually be will be the main work for the
committee over the next 6 to 12 months. To that end, Kelly Leach has accepted the President
position and Melissa Weir (Secretary) and Alison Darby (Treasurer) who will continue in their
roles. Thanks must be extended to Larissa Patton and Jen Small for their work over the last
two years which clearly was made more challenging due to the pandemic.
This is an exciting time for the Parents Club and it would be great to have input from as many
parents as possible as to the purpose and activities of the new look Parent’s Club.
Year 7 Summit Camp
Last week, the Year 7s spent the week in East Trafalgar at The Summit which is an outdoor
adventure and challenge camp. The reports have been incredibly positive – as the photos on
our Facebook page would attest. On Monday, Addison, Austin, Lucy, Ollie and Mahlie got up
at assembly and presented an outline of the camp for the whole student body and staff. This
was also very impressive as the first Year 7 presentation at assembly. Thanks to Mr. Lobley,
Mr. Redmond and Mrs. Watts for their organisation and attendance. If my house was any indication, there were some very tired students and staff on Friday night!
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Principal’s report continued
Harmony Day
On Monday, under the lead of School Nurse, Tania Scarce, the College celebrated Harmony
Day. Harmony Day is a celebration of our cultural diversity - a day of cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia home. This day also coincides with the United Nations International
Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Students and staff wore a splash of orange
and there was a range of international food on offer for the students which was very well received. A Harmony Day Board was assembled with orange hands that sat outside the hall for
the week. Thanks to Tania for her lead with this and the students for their positive participation.
LM Region Swimming Sports
As reported last week, we sent a small team to compete in the Northern Zone Swimming competition and we had some excellent results with seconds and thirds achieved by our students. I
would like to make special mention of Jesse Amos who came first in the Under 17 50m Butterfly and will now compete at the State Titles in Melbourne. Well done Jesse – a fantastic
achievement.
Pater Pan
As mentioned last week, this year the St. Arnaud Primary and Secondary schools are organising a trip to the theatre production of ‘Peter Pan’ which has received excellent reviews. We
have a limited number of tickets across the two schools and it will be a “first in best seated”
arrangement. Our tickets are for the June 23 performance (the last Thursday of Term 2) and for
this year, to keep costs down for parents/families, the schools will cover the costs of transportation – meaning that tickets will be $55 per student. This is excellent value and I would encourage as many students as possible to attend.

Upcoming dates
Friday 1 April – Inter-House Athletics
Sunday 3 April – Wed 6 April – Year 11 Camp to Melbourne
Monday 4 April – Parent Teacher Interviews – Year 11 and 12 classes still run as usual
Friday 8 April – End of Term – 2pm finish
Tuesday 26 April – Start of term 2
Tony Hand
Principal
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Year 7 Summit Camp
Year 7 School Camp Report – The Summit
On Tuesday morning, before the sun came up, the Year 7s piled on the bus and made the long journey to the Summit Adventure Park. The drive was long and there were many sections of the freeway
that were limited to 80kph, making the trip even longer! Nevertheless, the students arrived ready
and raring to go.
Straight away the students got into the adventuring spirit with some great first-day activities. The
students tried their hand at climbing a high rock wall in a harness and feeling their way through the
pitch blackness of the cave maze. Declan and Annylee helped each other through as a team, which
was great.
On Tuesday night, the students participated in a Trivia Night competition which was very competitive.
It was so competitive that every student won at least something on the night. The sport questions
were hotly debated! Jarayne was very keen to see who won – mostly because he really wanted the
prizes.
Wednesday was another action-filled bonanza. The students tried the sky bridge. Tom was a standout
on the Skybridge, doing his best to stay focused. Mr. Redmond fell of the sky bridge. Mr. Lobley told
Mr. Redmond he could no longer try any risky activities due to OH&S regulations.
There was a scavenger hunt and a water-based challenge called ‘Snowy’, the terror of the highwire
and the crazy challenge of the Summit window, where students literally hang out in thin air 15 metres above the ground. Ollie and Tom were great at overcoming their fears on this one. Then there
was the laser tag.
Mr. Lobley and Mr. Redmond had a great firefight, but Mr. Lobley took out the English commando
with some well-placed headshots. Mr. Redmond got his revenge by telling Addi where Mr. Lobley was
and Addi took Mr. Lobley out with some very accurate shooting. Other notable laser warriors were
Austin, Chad, Max, Lucy, Ollie and Hamish.
On Wednesday evening, the students put together a talent show. Working together, they came up
with a range of acts, including dancing, a sketch act called ‘Roberto with Booty’ and stand-upcomedy. Participants included Mara, Lucy, Mahlie, Ashley, Tahyah, Bailey, Chad, Austin, Ollie, Addi,
Austin, Jarayne and Tom.
The students didn’t quite understand why Mr. Redmond was being mean to them, as they didn’t really know who this ‘Simon Cowell’ character was. Luckily, Michelle played the role of ‘nice judge’! There
were a lot of great acts, but the night was taken out in the end by Tahyah and her incredible dancing
skills. Bailey was the most worn out on the second night, looking to get to sleep as soon as possible!
The following day was the big one. After more laser tag, high climbing and inflatable obstacle courses,
the campers tackled the infamous Monster Course. Only past Summit campers would understand just
how intense the Monster Course is. There’s water, mud, ropes, mud, tyres, games, mud and more
mud. Working together (Austin and Finn even led a rescue mission to save Mara!) they beat the
course and learned a lot about helping each other.
After movie night and a good sleep, the students all braved the bush course, where JJ showed great
teamwork skills and the amazing giant swing before embarking on the long journey home. The students were a little disappointed by the lack of a McDonald’s stop but the staff were happy with the
travel time to get home. A great week was had by all!
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Year 7 Summit Camp Quotes
From the horse’s mouth – what the students
said about The Summit
ADDI
“My favourite thing at camp was the giant swing with Ashley.”
“The best food I ate was the chicken schnitzel on the first night.”
“The most challenging thing this was the rock climbing because they pull you
up by hand.”
“Something that surprised me was the amazing view.”
“Something I did not like was nothing – it was a great camp!”
OLLIE
“My favourite thing was probably the Mud Run: I loved the mud run because it involved a
lot of teamwork and encouraging each other.”
“The best thing I ate was the burgers we had for lunch on the second day.”
“The most challenging thing was trying to get to sleep with the other school sounding like
a herd of elephants.”
“Something that surprised me was how much easier the mud run was on the 2 nd lap we
did because we used much better teamwork.”
LUCY
“My favourite thing was the mud run, the giant swing, and the army tank.”
“The best food I ate was the chicken schnitzel.”
“The most challenging thing was trying to shoot Mr. Lobley in laser tag.”
“Something that surprised me was the view on the sky bridge.”
“Something I did not like was how many hills there was from our tent to the stadium.”
MARA
“My favourite thing was going on the giant swing with Tahyah.”
The best food I ate was Rice Bubbles every morning.”
“The most challenging thing was going to sleep with the school next to us being so loud
that when they were on the other side of the sleeping area we could hear them.”
“Something that surprised me was that I faced my fear of high places.”
“Something I did not like was the cave because it was so dark, I could not see anything,
and I am afraid of the dark.”
Bailey
“My favourite thing was playing laser tag with Mr. Redmond, but he kept killing me!”
“My favourite food was the croissant we had for breakfast.”
“The most challenging thing was the mud run because it was heart-racing action!”
“Something that surprised me was Rylan making a hole in his schnitzel and putting
peas in the middle.”
MAHLIE
“My favourite thing was doing the monster course or the giant swing with Lucy.”
“The best food I ate was the passionfruit cheesecake on Tuesday night.”
“The most challenging thing was the leap of faith – it was scary!”
“Something that surprised me was the sky bridge because it was wobbly.”
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LMR Swimming
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LMR Swimming
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Year 11 Driver’s Ed
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Harmony Day cont.
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Harmony Day continued
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Last week for Hands on Learning the
students were cutting up pallets. They
will later be repurposing these to make
our Hands on Learning sign, everyone
worked very well as a team, helping
each other out.
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Year 11 Melbourne Trip - $410.00 Balance Due 30th March 2022
Snow Camp - $150.00 Deposit due 31st March 2022

****Please contact the General Office if you do not have BPAY account details.

***When making payment via BPAY please note the receipt number on the return permission slip.

All camps and excursions are required to be paid prior to attendance, unless payment plans have
been approved.

Parent Payment Policy Arrangements in 2022
The Department of Education and Training has sought to clarify the Parent Payments Policy for 2022.
Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories;
·

Curriculum Contributions – contributions for curriculum items and activities which the school
deems necessary for students to learn the curriculum (e.g. textbook use, consumable materials, paper)

·

Other Contributions – Voluntary financial contributions for non-curriculum items and activities
that relate to the school’s functions and objectives (e.g. school building enhancements)

·

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities – Items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling experience of students and are above and beyond what the school provides for free to deliver the Curriculum. These are provided on a user-pays basis. (e.g. Optional Year level camps)

School Council has approved the 2022 Parent Payment Policy and Parent Payment Fees. The fees are
located on the school webpage, or please contact the office to have fees sent.
Webpage: https://www.starnaudsc.vic.edu.au/page/229/2022-Parent-Payment-Policy
DET Parent Payment Policy : https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/parent-payment/policy
BYOD LWT Portal: https://sasc.orderportal.com.au/
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Parent Payment Arrangements and Options:
·
·
·
·
·

·
·

Parents will be provided with early notification of annual payment requests and reasonable
notice will be given for any other payment requests during the year (i.e. excursions, camps)
The College offers Parents the option to make payment by instalments. Please contact Kerrie
Swanton, Business Manager, to make these arrangements.
Methods of payment are BPAY, EFTPOS, cash or cheque.
Eligible families that receive Camps, Sport & Excursion Funds can allocate these funds for
sports travel, camps and excursions only.
The payment for Optional Items including camps and excursions must be paid by the specified
due date prior to departure. Other payments for Optional Items including Food Technology
must be paid in week 2 of each Term, or by negotiated instalments.
When making payment via BPAY, please note the receipt number on the returned permission
slip or email paid items to st.arnaud.sc@education.vic.gov.au
New families to the school who do not have Family BPay details, please contact the school
for these details.

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps
and sporting activities. Applications for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) close
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink
Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible.
Payment amounts this year are $225 for eligible secondary school students. Payments are made direct
to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form
this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
Business Manager – Kerrie Swanton
Office Hours: 8.30 am – 4.30pm
Phone 03 5495 1811
Email: st.arnaud.sc@education.vic.gov.au
15

NAPLAN
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The G.H. Edwards Library
Carry On
By Rainbow Rowell

Simon Snow is the worst Chosen One who's ever been chosen.
That's what his roommate, Baz, says. And Baz might be evil and
a vampire and a complete git, but he's probably right.
Half the time, Simon can't even make his wand work, and the
other half, he starts something on fire. His mentor's avoiding
him, his girlfriend broke up with him, and there's a magic-eating
monster running around, wearing Simon's face. Baz would be
having a field day with all this, if he were here — it's their last
year at the Watford School of Magicks, and Simon's infuriating
nemesis didn't even bother to show up

Eragon

By Christopher Paolini

One boy...
One dragon...
A world of adventure.
When Eragon finds a polished blue stone in the forest, he thinks it is
the lucky discovery of a poor farm boy; perhaps it will buy his family
meat for the winter. But when the stone brings a dragon hatchling,
Eragon soon realizes he has stumbled upon a legacy nearly as old as

the Empire itself.
Overnight his simple life is shattered, and he is thrust into a perilous
new world of destiny, magic, and power. With only an ancient sword
and the advice of an old storyteller for guidance, Eragon and the
fledgling dragon must navigate the dangerous terrain and dark enemies of an Empire ruled by a king whose evil knows no bounds.
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Careers and Pathways
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Music-Expression of interest

St Arnaud Secondary College
Instrumental Music: 2022 - Expression of Interest

We are pleased to be able to offer small group instrumental lessons once again this year and we would
like to invite students to complete the following expression of interest form.

Lessons are held on a rotating timetable on Wednesdays and Thursdays, so that students miss part of a
different period each week. Lessons are provided free of charge. The places are limited and are
allocated on a first-come-first-served basis.

Ukulele ___

Violin____

Drums _____

Initially lessons will be offered in Keyboard, Voice, Guitar, Ukulele, Violin and Drums. Students
interested in other instruments are asked to nominate their instrument of interest to assist with ongoing
planning.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Guitar ___

(Please circle your choices and indicate your first and second preferences by numbering then 1 & 2)

Keyboard ___

Other Instrument(s) of interest _______________________________

Student Name__________________________________________________ Yr ________
Parent / Guardian Name: ____________________________________________________
Parent / Guardian Mobile: ___________________________________________________
Parent / Guardian Email: ____________________________________________________
Parent / Guardian Signature: _________________________________________________

Date: _________________________________ [School Use: Received: ________________}
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2022 Calendar
March

April

May

June

Tue

29th

Yr. 11 Outdoor Ed excursion

Wed

30th

MIPS, Yr. 11 Road Smart 9:30-10:45am

Fri

1st

House Athletics

Sun-Wed

3rd-6th

Melbourne Camp

Mon

4th

Parent /Teacher interviews 9:00-7:00. Yr. 11 & 12 classes
Running
Yr. 7 & 8 NGS Community Engagement Session

Fri

8th

End of Term 1 - Finish 2 pm

Mon

25th

ANZAC Day (PH)

Tue

26th

Term 2 starts

Thurs

28th

SSV Swimming

Fri

29th

Yr. 9/10 boys Mancave program all day

Fri

6th

2nd VSSS rehearsal-Ballarat

Mon

9,12,13

Yr. 9 Morrisby Interviews

Tue

10-12

NAPLAN-Yr. 7 & Yr. 9

Wed

11th

Yr. 11 Fit 2 Drive

Fri

13th

House XC (PM)

Sun

15-17

Yr. 11 & 12 Outdoor Ed Apollo Bay Camp

Mon

16-17

NAPLAN catch up

Mon

23rd

NCD XC

Tue

31st

LMR XC

Mon-Thurs

6th-9th

Yr. 9-11 Exams

Fri

10th

3rd VSSS rehearsal-Ballarat

Mon

13th

Queens Birthday (PH)

Fri

17th

Yr. 9 NCTTC-Try a VET day

Fri

24th

End of Term 2 - Finish 2pm
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