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L2P Presentation 
On Monday, all Year 10 to 12 students heard from Penny Walton-Burke in relation to the L2P program.  
This is a program that is offered to people under the age of 21 who are yet to get their probationary li-
cence.  The program aims to give students both the opportunity and access to gain their 120 hours of driv-
ing practice. The program has mentors who are willing to take students driving, and they also have a fully 
insured car which is kept full of fuel.  The program also allows the participants access to qualified driving 
instructor training.  This in itself is also a significant financial saving.  The benefits of being able to drive 
with a trained Mentor were explained to the students, and as we have said before, we are very fortunate 
for the College to have 6 staff trained as mentors.  Application forms are available from Mr Lobley and I 
would encourage students to make the most of the opportunity.  If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to ask.  
House Cross Country  
On Monday afternoon, we held the House Cross Country at Lord Nelson Park.  It was great to see most 
students having a go, as participation is our major focus, followed by always trying to do your best.  Some 
great times were achieved on the day with Keegan Amos crossing the line as the first girl and Sam Male 
as the first boy.  Full results will be included in this newsletter.  I would like to note that while we were 
happy with our participation rate, there is a very clear trend of certain students missing sporting events.  
What is even more disappointing is that some of these students would categorise themselves as great 
sports people.  Sport is a very important part of our curriculum and is required by the Government.  As we 
have said, our major focus is on participation, and I do not know of many students who would not be able 
to walk the Cross Country track to not only gain a sense of achievement, but contribute toward their house 
points. I would also argue that parents who facilitate their child picking and choosing what they will and 
won’t do are not helping prepare them for life after school. 
NAPLAN 
Next week, students in Years 7 and 9 will be undertaking the annual NAPLAN testing.  The NAPLAN 
test is conducted across Australia for all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 (or the state equivalent) and gives 
a picture of where students sit in comparison with students from their own school and the nation.  The 
NAPLAN test, more importantly, provides a picture of academic progress across these year levels.  Clear-
ly the testing did not take place last year, so this is a return to  testing for 2021.  I encourage all students to 
take part in the testing, as it not only provides some excellent feedback, but also practice at sitting in for-
mal testing situations, which all of these students will be required to do as they move further through their 
secondary education.  If you have any questions about the testing, please contact Trudie Jackson or myself 
at the College. 
John Maher Presentation 
Today, John Maher came to present to our Year 9-12 students.  John is the presenter of ‘Carmen’s Story’, 
which is the story around the car accident that killed his daughter, Carmen, and the effect on those people 
who were left behind to deal with the loss.  John also talked about his own car accident.  It was a very 
moving story and one that students from across the state and country get to hear. Many students (and 
staff) find the story very confronting, John being an excellent presenter who talks straight from the heart.  
The message is a simple one and one that will and hopefully does, remain with individuals for years to 
come.  Please take the time to talk to your Year 9 to 12 students at home tonight or over the weekend.    
Student Attitudes to School Survey 
The annual Student Attitudes to School Survey is due to be undertaken later this term and takes about 20 
minutes to complete.  The survey is used to help identify areas that are working well and other areas that 
may need some improvement.  The survey is conducted each year and all students in Years 7 to 12 are 
encouraged to participate.   
 
Tony Hand 
Principal  
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The annual St. Arnaud Secondary College House Cross-Country was held at Lord Nelson Park and the 
surrounding bush on Monday, 3rd of May. The conditions were great for cross-country running, 
although some students found themselves having to dodge a low flying drone! There were three age 
groups for both boys and girls – junior, intermediate and senior. The girls all left together and ten 
minutes later, the boys began. Students covered a four kilometre course and all students that 
competed to the best of their ability should be proud of their efforts. 
 
The first girl was Keegan Amos, followed by Millie Hando and Abby Weir placing third for the students. 
In the boys, Sam Male was the first student back, followed by Owen Lowe, with Deon Tannock third. 
Holmes was the winning team on the day, followed by Willmott, with Morshead coming in third. Thank 
you to all the parents who came along and supported the event. 
 

Age Group Champions: 
 

 GIRL BOY 

JUNIOR  1st Millie Hando (H) 20.36 
2nd Abby Weir (H) 20.41 
3rd Jade Shields (H) 20.42 
Record: Zoey Torney 16.04 (2009) 

1st Owen Lowe (H) 16.13 
2nd Frankie Donald (H) 17.18 
3rd  Duncan Jackson (W) 19.01 
Record: Liam Andison 14.50 (2009) 

INTERMEDIATE 1st Keegan Amos (W) 19.30 
2nd Demi Leach (W) 22.06 
3rd Isabell Hand (H) 23.32 
Record: Zoey Torney 15.51 (2010) 

1st Sam Male (W) 14.47 
2nd Deon Tannock (M) 16.15 
3rd Duncan Jackson (M) 16.26 
Record: Jordan Harris 13.47 (2013) 

SENIOR 1st Abbey Arbuckle (M) 23.18 
2nd Tessa Young (M) 25.31 
3rd Tylah Shields (H) 25.33 
Record: Zoey Torney 16.21(2012) 

1st Will Deason (H) 17.33 
2nd Jesse Wandel (H) 17.50 
3rd Jack Fensham (M) 21.02 
Record: Kyle Torney 13.36 (2006) 

 

Final Scores: 
 

AGE GROUP MORSHEAD HOLMES WILLMOTT 

14 Girls 117 268 125 

16 Girls 23 122 113 

20 Girls 122 110 147 

14 Boys 124 229 166 

16 Boys 167 66 215 

20 Boys 130 86 79 

Girls Participation bonus. 0 20 10 

Boys Participation bonus. 10 0 20 

TOTAL 693 901 875 
 
The NCD Cross-Country is to be held in St. Arnaud at Lord Nelson Park on Friday the 14th of May. 
Students who have made the team will be informed. Parents are welcome to come and watch the 
event starting at 10:45am.  
 
Mr. Knight. 
Sports Coordinator 



On Wednesday morning, the Year 10 PE class participated in the annual Amazing Race around the 

town. Students started the race at school, then were required  to travel around a range of different 

locations within the town including; Lord Nelson Park, the Catholic Church, the different murals around  

town, the Silo Paintings, Botanical Gardens and a range of local shops. 

Students completed the race in pairs which they choose, however, handicaps were given based on stu-

dent’s times from Cross-Country.  

The winning team was Sam Male and Jonty Arbuckle who started 12 minutes after the first group. They 

were closely followed by Jesse Amos and Keegan Amos in second, with Morgan Shields and Charli 

Young coming in third. 

Thank you very much to Apex BP, Betta Electrical and Cook’s Choice Butchers for assisting with being 

checkpoints for the race. 

 

   Amazing Race 
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On Friday 30 April, four students travelled from St. Arnaud Secondary Col-

lege to compete in the LMR Golf at Kerang Golf Club. Sophie Male, Ned 

Gorrie, Sam Male and Duncan Jackson represented the school admirably, 

completing all rounds and achieving respectable results.  

Other schools competing were Swan Hill Secondary College, Mackillop 

College and Kerang Technical High School.  

It was an early start at 7:30 am, with Sophie taking control of the music 

during the trip there and back again.  

The competition was blessed with fine weather throughout the day; whilst 

it started off a bit chilly, it warmed up quickly for perfect golfing condi-

tions.   The course also featured very green and well-watered lawns, that 

enhanced the quality of play.   

All four students played competitively, completing all holes within the 

stroke limit for each hole (double-par).  

Sophie Male won her round and the wait now being to see if she pro-

gresses.  

Across the 9-hole competition with a par of 35, the students achieved the 

following results: 

Sophie – 59 

Ned – 54 

Sam - 46 

Duncan – 43 
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2021 Practice GATs 
With the compulsory VCE General Achievement Test (GAT) coming up fast on Wednesday 9 June, St Arnaud Secondary 

College will be offering practice GAT sessions over the coming weeks.  

The GAT is compulsory for any student undertaking a Year 12 level subject and is used in the calculation of their final 

subject study scores and ATAR. 

The GAT is a 3-hour exam that consists of a one hour writing component (with two parts) and a two-hour multiple-

choice section.  

The GAT tests skills, thinking and knowledge across three domains: Written Communication; Arts, Humanities and So-

cial Sciences; and Maths, Science and Technology. 

Whilst students cannot study for the GAT content, knowledge of the structure of the exam, practice responding to the 

types of questions it contains and experience writing under timed conditions, can help students to maximise their per-

formance on this important assessment.  

Therefore, the College will be providing practice GAT sessions on Sunday mornings, starting at 8:30 am.  

The written component of the GAT will be professionally assessed by an external and experienced VCE assessor. 

An information session about the GAT will be held at the school on Wednesday 19 May during periods 5 & 6 (1:25 pm – 

3:05 pm). All VCE students undertaking a year 12 subject will be required to attend. Parents of these students are also 

invited and welcome to attend. 

Parents wishing to attend should RSVP the VCE Coordinator, Rebecca Reynolds 

(rebecca.reynolds@education.vic.gov.au) prior to the event.  

The dates for the practice GAT sessions will be:  

Sunday 16 May, 8:30 am 

Sunday 23 May, 8:30 am 

Sunday 30 May, 8:30 am 

 

mailto:rebecca.reynolds@education.vic.gov.au
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  Yr 7 Yr 8 Yr 9 Yr 10 Yr 11 Yr 12 Whole 
school 

Year to 
date 

88% 91% 84% 89% 91% 89% 89% 

Last 
week 

87% 82% 83% 90% 93% 88% 87% 
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Calendar  2021 

Term 2     Semester 1 - 2021 

May Fri 7 Year 9-12 John Maher—Road Safety Presentation 1.40-3pm 

 Tues 11-13 NAPLAN 

 Wed 12 Year 11 Fit 2 Drive 

MIPS 

 Fri 14 NCD Cross Country—St. Arnaud 

 Mon 17 MIPS 

 Tues 18 VSSS Rehearsal at Stadium 

 

 Wed 19 Year 7-8 Theatre Performance 

 Mon-Tues 24-25 Year 11/12 OED  Excursion—Torquay 

West Grampians Network Conference—PUPIL FREE DAY  

June Tues 1 LMR Cross Country 

MIPS 

 Mon-Fri 7-11 Year 9—11 Exams 

 Tue 8 VSSS Rehearsal at Stadium 

 Wed 9 GAT 

 Mon 14 QUEENS BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY 

 Tues-Fri 15-18 Year 8 Rubicon Camp 

 Fri 18 Year 9 Try a VET Day NCTTC 

 Fri 25 Last Day of Term  

Term 3     Semester 2 - 2021 

July Thurs 15 SSV Cross Country—Melb 

 Fri 16 Semester 1 Reports Distributed 

 Mon 26 Parent/Teacher Interviews 9am-7pm Year 11 & 12 Classes running 

August Tues-Fri 3-6 Yr 10/11 Snow Camp 

 Mon 9 Year 12 Chemistry Excursion—Ecolinc 

 Mon-Tues 16-17 Year 9 Enviro Week 

 Wed 18 Year 8 NCTTC Orientation 

 Wed-Fri 18-20 Year 9/10 Melbourne Camp 


