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“The Year 7 students spent the last week of 

Term 2 in Home Group making this            

‘For Our Elders’ mural”. Well Done, everyone! 

https://www.starnaudsc.vic.edu.au/
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Welcome Back 
Welcome back to all students, parents and staff after the two-week 

break. I hope and trust that everyone was able to have a bit of 

down time to recharge the batteries and have come back prepared 

for Term 3. I would also like to make a special welcome back to our School for Student  

Leadership students, Acacia, Jade, Josie, Christopher and William, who spent the last 8 weeks 

of Term 2 at Don Valley. It does appear that they have transitioned well back into school, and 

we look forward to hearing about their time away and their Community Leadership Project that 

they will undertake later this year. 

Student Reports 
Semester 1 student reports went live this week on Compass and if you have not done so  

already, I suggest sitting down with your child(ren) and reading through the reports. We have 

changed the format slightly which will hopefully make them easier to read, student specific and 

only one page per subject. Other student feedback is available through Compass if you would 

like information on specific Essential Learning Items. Staff mentors will make calls home over 

the next few weeks to not only ask how things are going, but to gain some feedback from  

families about the reports. If you have not, or cannot access Compass, please contact the  

College for a hard copy of the reports. 

 

One area that I noted while reading the reports over the holidays was the number of students 

who were failing subjects due to poor attendance. It just makes clear sense that the higher the 

attendance rate, the better the educational outcomes.  It also goes hand in hand that if students 

are missing a day a week (80% attendance) or 3 days a fortnight (70% attendance) or more than 

that, they just cannot be completing all the work that is expected of them at school. The  

minimum set by the Department is 80%, but we take individual circumstances into account if 

attendance rates are between 70 and 80% - especially if prior arrangements have been made. 

 

It is vital that students are attending school every day that they can, as we are all aware that 

there may be times when attendance at school is not possible due to factors beyond our control. 

Individual attendance rates can be checked daily on the Compass app.   

Buildings Update 
It was great to see the first major slab of our new build completed during the holiday break. 
This is the largest of a number of concrete pours for the new building and really gives the 

building some definition and shape. It was also really pleasing to hear how positively our Site 
Manager spoke of Jarryd Ezard and his crew and the professionalism and quality of work that 
has been done. We are lucky to have this expertise here in St. Arnaud. 

Principal’s Report 
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NAIDOC Week 
NIADOC Week (National Aborigines and Islanders Day  

Observance Committee) celebrations were held across Australia 

in the first week of July to celebrate and recognise the history,  

culture, and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples. It was very positive to see the way in which all our  

students approached the activities at school and the number of staff who have purchased  

NAIDOC week uniform to be worn at school. 

Stationary Top Up 
As we have passed the mid-way point in our academic year, it might be a good idea to check 
with students regarding the contents of their pencil cases and folders? Do they need a top up 

with pens, pencils, paper, glue sticks, etc.? Often, as the year progresses, staff notice that  
students are sometimes out of these supplies. Now is a good time to do a stock take and  
purchase some extra items. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Monday, 24th July – Y-Lead Leadership Incursion 

Tuesday, 1st August – NCD Athletics 
Monday, 14th August – Parent Teacher Interviews 
 
 
Tony Hand 

Principal 

       
 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
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School Attendance Information 
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2024 Yr. 7 Information Evening 
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What a great sight to see our     

students enjoying their outdoor   
activities during recess & 

lunchtime ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Recess & Lunchtime Activities 
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 Hands On Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Towards the end of last Term, the H.O.L students helped out by sorting and    

taking all the old desks out of the shipping containers so we can get them 

ready to sell.  

 

Forbes is seen here with the finished mosaic 

of the New Zealand Flag! 

 

 

 

 

Forbes and Max  

also completed a 

Torres Strait Island 

Mosaic.  
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This week in Year 11 Food Studies, the  

students made two dishes. 
 

Jackson made Ragout. Ragout is a stew 
made from minced meat and vegetables cut 

into even-sized pieces, cooked in a  
thickened liquid that is flavoured with 
herbs and seasonings. Minced beef is a  
popular ingredient to use for everyday 

meals as it is inexpensive and very  
versatile.  Jackson’s knife skills are  
continuing to improve, and he was  

extremely efficient cutting up all the  
ingredients. 

 
 

Anthony made a Mediterranean  
Risotto. Although risotto is a classic 

dish of northern Italy, it is now  
considered to be part of the  

repertoire of most contemporary 
Australian cooks. This recipe also  
uses arborio rice, a variety that 

cooks to a plump, tender state and is 
therefore perfect for making  

risotto. This rice can absorb up to 
four times its own volume, a valuable property in risotto- making. 
When arborio rice absorbs large quantities of stock, it provides a 

creamy consistency and delicious flavour.  
 

Both boys, enjoyed the dishes and this was the first time that  
Jackson had eaten a risotto. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Yr. 11 Food Studies 
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At the end of last Term, the Year 12 Biology students completed a science  
experiment on blood types using synthetic blood as part of their study of the 
immune system. Blood types are determined by the presence or absence of 

certain antigens – substances that can trigger an immune response if they are 
foreign to the body.  Since some antigens can trigger a patient's immune  

system to attack the transfused blood, safe blood transfusions depend on  
careful blood-typing and cross-matching. There are four major blood groups 
determined by the presence or absence of two antigens—A and B - on the  

surface of red blood cells. In addition to the A and B antigens, there is a  
protein called the Rh factor, which can be either present (+) or absent (–),  

creating the 8 most common blood types (A+, A-,  B+, B-,  O+, O-,  AB+, AB-). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Yr. 12 Biology 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcrossblood.org%2Fdonate-blood%2Fblood-types%2Fa-blood-type.html&data=05%7C01%7CElisha.ODonnell%40education.vic.gov.au%7C09497cd1be1c4402c70d08db8276f4de%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1
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 2023 VSSS Dance Competition 
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Winter is fast approaching !!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Why not purchase one of our school beanies? 
 

 
 

School Beanies For Sale 
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St. Arnaud Secondary College's new music 
room is set up and ready to go! Instruments 

are on the racks, guitars are plugged into their 
amps and drums sets are ready to roll.   

 
Instrumental lessons are free at our college 

and places are filling up fast. Get your  
permission forms in quick to secure your place 

in 2023's music program! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Music 
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 School Doctor’s Clinic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doctors In Schools Program  
 

We are very lucky to have Dr. Mohammad Jawad and Practice 

Nurse Kylie Kirk with us starting on Wednesday, 9
th
 August. 

This service will be held on Wednesday’s instead of Tuesday’s.  

This service is available free to students. 

  

Any students requiring appointments to see the GP can see  

Mrs. Chapman. 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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The G.H. Edwards Library 
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Our school offers breakfast on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Students have 

toast, milk, fruit, and we also do special breakfasts, for example,     

pancakes. Come along! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

At St. Arnaud Secondary College, 

we can organise Food Bank  

Hampers for families. If your family 

require assistance, please contact 

Rosanne Chapman, Student  

Wellbeing  Student Support  

Coordinator, at the College on 

54951 811.  

Inquiries are treated confidentially.  

 

We thank Foodbank Victoria for helping us to support our families. 

 
 

Health & Wellbeing 
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Health & Wellbeing 
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Health & Wellbeing 
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Health & Wellbeing 
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Expressions of Interest 
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Uniform Price List 2023 
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School Canteen Menu 

Stacey’s Monday Canteen  
Special 

 

Chicken Burgers 

Chicken Schnitzel, Lettuce, Cheese,  

Tomato & Mayo 

$6.00 

 



 26 

 
2023 Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

July Fri 14th MIPS 

 Wed 19th Yr. 11/12 Art Day Excursion—Melbourne 

 Thurs 20th MIPS 

 Wed 26th 2024 Yr. 7 Information Evening @ 5.30pm 

 Tues 1st NCD Athletics 

 Mon 31st MIPS 

August Tues 1st NCD Athletics 

 Fri 4th Maths Competition 

 Mon 7th  VSSS 4th Dance Rehearsal @ St. Arnaud Stadium 

 Mon 14th Parent Teacher Interviews—9am-7pm 

Yr. 11 & 12 Classes running as normal 

 Tues 15h Science Week Starts 

 Tues-Wed 15th-16th Yr. 10 Pre-Driver Education  

 Wed 16th Yr. 8’s NCTTC Try Day — Charlton 

MIPS 

 Thurs 17th NWZ Shoot 

 Thurs 24th VET NCTTC First Aid 

 Fri 25th Wear It Purple Day 

 Mon-Fri 28th-1st Enviro Week 

 Tues 29th Yr. 12 Biology—Ecolinc Excursion 

MIPS 

September Mon 4th State Shoot 

 Wed 6th MIPS 

 Thurs 7th VSSS Dance Rehearsal — Melbourne 

 Fri 8th VSSS Dance Rehearsal—Melbourne 

 Sat  9th VSSS Dance Concert — Melbourne 


