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On Thursday, 17th August, we had six  
students compete at the North West Zone Shoot in Mildura.  

All students represented the College extremely well and demonstrated gun  
safety. You all should be very proud of your efforts! We thank our parent 
helper, Scott Wright, for driving the bus; this was greatly appreciated! 

 
A BIG congratulations to Dion Flanagan, Zoe Bryce and Millie Hando who all  

qualified for the State School Shoot in Echuca. 
 

 

https://www.starnaudsc.vic.edu.au/
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Parent/Carer/Guardian Opinion Survey  
Over the last two weeks, I have mentioned the Parent/Carer/

Guardian Opinion Survey and the importance that it plays in our 

annual data gathering. It is one of three surveys that the Department and School uses to provide 

important feedback to help guide school improvement. This year we have sent out invites to 30 

families to participate in the survey and currently have had 3 responses. Our response rate is 

one of the factors that does get looked at, so again I would encourage anyone who has received 

a survey request to spend the 15-20 minutes to complete it. As I said last week, if you are  

experiencing any difficulties in getting on to the survey, please contact us at the College or we 

can make a device available to you here. If there is a real reason that you are unable to  

complete the survey, could you please contact the College, so your survey allocation can be 

given to another family. 

Building Works 
The building works continue to progress nicely with the roofing iron being fixed on the west 

section of the building that houses the five general purpose classrooms. Preparation continues 

for the final section of concrete to be poured and this is scheduled for next Monday – weather  

permitting. Once this is done, we will be expecting more steel to be delivered and we should be 

able to see the entire frame coming up out of the ground within a few weeks. This should signal 

the arrival of the windows and sub frame, which will be another major milestone. I was able to 

take school Council on a tour of the building site on Wednesday night and we were all  

impressed with the progress.  

College Captain Applications  
It is an exciting time of year when we are undergoing the process to select and elect the College 

Captains for 2024. We have had several applications from current Year 10 and 11 students and 

interviews will take place next week, prior to the nominees presenting to the student body  

before voting takes place. I would like to thank the students who have put their hands up for 

this position and wish all of them the best luck over the next few weeks.   

Enviro Week 
Next week, our Year 9 students will be participating in ‘Environmental Week’. During the 
week, the students will do a range of activities, including tree planting and an overnight camp. 

They will learn more about our local environment and what we can do to try to preserve and 
improve our local habitat. It should be a great week for the students. 
 

Principal’s Report 
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Broader Horizons  
Over the past couple of weeks, our Year 9 students have also been 

participating in the Broader Horizons program where they go and 

spend a day looking at one of three different employment fields. 

This year the students have had the opportunity to spend time 

looking at different facets of Agriculture, Health and Allied 

Health, Local Government and Retail. This program is unique to 

St. Arnaud and is a wonderful opportunity for our students in the year before their compulsory 

Work Experience. It also aims to highlight the local opportunities for our soon-to-be school 

leavers to access a range of local employment options that they may not have been aware of. 

Wear it Purple Day 

Today our College celebrated ‘Wear It Purple Day.’ ‘Wear It Purple Day’ strives to foster 

supportive, safe, empowering, and inclusive environments for everyone, including  

rainbow young people. 
The 2023 theme — Write Your Story — emphasises the importance of self-expression and  

individuality. For young people who identify as LGBTQIA+, the theme represents the  
importance of taking ownership of their narratives and sharing their experiences in their own 
voices. The day is not about promoting any lifestyle over another, but about accepting that we 
are all different and should be included. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Monday, 28th August – Start of Yr. 9 Enviro Week 
Tuesday, 29th August – Yr. 12 Biology to Ecolinc 

Monday, 4th - Tuesday, 5th September – Yr. 12 OES Camp - Anglesea 

Monday, 4th September – State Shoot 

Thursday, 7th - Friday, 8th September — VSSS Dance Rehearsal 

Saturday, 9th September — VSSS Dance Concert  - Melbourne 

Monday, 11th - Friday, 15th September – Yr. 10 Work Experience 

Friday, 15th September — Yr. 8 Active Girls Brunch - Natimuk  
Friday, 15th September – Last day of Term 3 - 2pm Finish - Footy Colors’ Day 
Monday, 2nd October —  First Day of Term 4 

      
Tony Hand 
Principal 

             

Principal’s Report 
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Office News 
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School Attendance Information 
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2023 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey: 

 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS / CAREGIVERS / GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY 
THINK! 

 
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what Parents/Caregivers/Guardians 

think of our school. The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an  
annual survey offered by the Department of Education that is designed to assist 
schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, 

student behavior, and student engagement. The survey is optional, but we  
encourage all families to participate. Our school will use the survey results to 
help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

 
 A random sample of approximately 30 Parents/Caregivers/Guardians have been 

selected to participate in this year’s survey. 
 

The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will be open from 
Monday 7th August to Friday 8th September 2023. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and 
can be accessed at any convenient time within the survey period on desktop 

computers, laptops, tablets, or smartphones. The online survey will be available 
in English and 10 other languages including Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, 

Japanese, Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. 
 
 

Please contact the General Office if you require any assistance!! 
 

 

Parent Opinion Survey 
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R U OK? Day — 4/9/23 
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Last Friday, the Year 8 and 9 boys participated 

in ‘The Man Cave’ program which will be one of 

three workshops. The first  

workshop is outlined  

below! 

 
Workshop 1 – Realising my Potential 
Boys create their own unique version of healthy 
masculinity by understanding how gender norms have shaped their     
perspectives to this point, before being given the choice to grow beyond 
that. Exploration of personal identity, their unique strengths, how to care 
for themselves and what their values are, all add up to them                   
understanding how they can reach their full potential. In the full-day   
workshop, boys will: 

• Learn how gender stereotypes impact their attitudes and behaviour 

• Meet our diverse male and non-binary facilitators 

• Learn to constructively express their thoughts and feelings 

• Connect to their values and strengths 

• Leave with tools and resources to support their personal wellbeing 

• Define values-based vision for the man they want to become 

 

 
The boys were exceptional 
in their behaviour and the 
way they interacted with 

each other and with  
Lindsay and Rowey, the  

presenters (who said that 
they were the best group 

that they had  
ever had). 

 
 

The Year 8 & 9 boys will 
hopefully be participating in 

Workshop 2 next term.  
 

MAN CAVE  
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MAN CAVE Photos 
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 Yr. 11 Food Studies 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

This week in Year 11 Food, we conducted a practical activity on a  
triangular test for Australian cheddar cheese. The aim of doing the  

experiment was to determine how many people could tell the  
difference between two brands of cheddar cheese; we used an  

Australian vintage cheddar and an New Zealand aged cheddar. The 6 
participants were blindfolded and given 3 small blocks of cheese, two 
of which were the same brand and the third the other brand. Each 
participant was also given the two brands in different orders. They 
then had to sit quietly and take their time to consider the sensory  

properties of each sample – appearance, aroma, flavour and texture - 
and then say which sample was the different out of the three. Out of 

the six participants, only three guessed correctly.  
 

A big thank you goes to John Szczur, Fiona Lobley, Beau Knight and 
Amy Greenaway who volunteered to help us with this activity. 
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 Yr. 12 Chemistry 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Year 12 student, Jesse Amos is carrying out the biuret test on 
food samples. This test, test for proteins, where a copper iron 

forms a complex with the protein and is indicated by the  
intensity of the purple colour. 
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 Yr. 12 Food Studies 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

In Food this week, the students  
undertook their SAC, comparing 
two types of noodles; one a rice 
noodle and the other a low carb, 

low fat version made from  
plant-based products. Once the  

students had undertaken the  
comparison of taste, texture and 

aroma, they then used these  
ingredients in the making of a  
Vietnamese Chicken Salad. In  

theory, students have just finished 
food security, and ensuring that all 

ingredients are readily  
accessible and affordable to  

everyone, starting on sustainable 
primary food production and risks 

to environmental stability. 
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Last Friday, while the boys were away at 

MAN CAVE, the girls attempted a  

technical activity inspired by the television 

series “Good with Wood” on SBS.  

 

The girls had to 

use the plane to make large shavings 

from offcuts. They then used the  

shavings and hot glue gun to sculpt  

wooden roses.  

 

They should all be very proud of their 

efforts, they all did a fabulous job! 

They are now being displayed in the 

front office.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Yr. 8 Woodwork 



 14 

 

 

Last week, was National Science Week, and the Year 7-10  
students celebrated it by running some lunchtime science  
activities from Tuesday to Friday.  
 
On Tuesday, the Year 9 students demonstrated the electrifying 
wonders of science with the Van de Graaff generator. Miss. Goode 
also showed how electricity travels through metals, including 
those in our bodies. Wednesday was dedicated to a paper  
aeroplane contest, run by Mrs. Melanie Watts and the Year 7  
students. Staff and students enjoyed creating different planes, 
with Trey winning the competition. On Thursday, Mrs. Jackson 
and the Year 8 students demonstrated how to make balloon  
rockets over the down-ball courts, focusing on the principles of 
balancing forces.  
 
Finally, on Friday, the Year 10 students voted for the carbon 
snake practical, but unfortunately, Miss Goode was unable to get 
it to burn hot enough to create the snake. Some students also 
played with the little bits kits, creating buzzers and turning lights 
on and off. 
 
Our Science Week Joke winners were Tanisha Ward, Mara  
Reynolds and Annylee O'Brien. Thank you to the Science Teachers 
and all staff and students who got involved. 
 

     Jokes 
 

  Why Can’t You Trust an Atom ? 
    Because they make up everything. 

(Winning joke by Tanisha Ward — Year 9) 
 

What type of dogs do chemists own ? 
Laboratory Retrievers.  

(Winning joke by Annylee O'Brien — Year 8) 
 

What do you call it when a biologist takes a photo of themselves ?  
A cell-fie. 

(Winning joke by Mara Reynolds — Year 8) 

Science Week Report 
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Science Week Photos 
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 Hands On Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The H.O.L. students were kept busy  

recycling old tyres. They thoroughly  

enjoyed spray painting them in 

their favourite colours! 
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 2023 Energy Breakthrough 

 
 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR THE 2023 SCHOOL  

ENERGY BREAKTRHOUGH PROGRAM 

 

It is that time of year where the College begins its preparations for the 

Energy Breakthrough Program (EBT). This year we will look to have 

two teams — a Year 7-9 and Year 10-12 team — to race at both Casey 

Fields on the 21st of October for a 10-hour race, and of course, the big 

24-hour race at Maryborough over the weekend of the  

24th —26th of November.  

 

Both teams will have 8 riders and 1 pit crew member, with an even 

split of males and females.  

 

There will be practice nights on Wednesdays and Thursdays after 

school, with an occasional weekend practice, depending on  

availability.  

 

Any student who is interested in finding out more details is  

encouraged to contact Mr. Mac.  
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L2P Program 

Contact Penny on  

0418 535 478 
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Winter is here with a vengeance !!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Why not purchase one of our school beanies? 
 

 
 

School Beanies For Sale 



 20 

 School Doctor’s Clinic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doctors In Schools Program  
 

We are very lucky to have Dr. Mohammad Jawad and Practice 

Nurse Kylie Kirk with us starting on Wednesday, 9
th
 August.  

Please take note this service is now on a WEDNESDAY !! 

This service is available free to students. 

  

Any students requiring appointments to see the GP can see  

Mrs. Chapman. 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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The G.H. Edwards Library 
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Our school offers breakfast on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Students have 

toast, milk, fruit, and we also do special breakfasts, for example,     

pancakes. Come along! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

At St. Arnaud Secondary College, 

we can organise Food Bank  

Hampers for families. If your family 

require assistance, please contact 

Rosanne Chapman, Student  

Wellbeing  Student Support  

Coordinator, at the College on 

54951 811.  

Inquiries are treated confidentially.  

 

We thank Foodbank Victoria for helping us to support our families. 

 
 

Health & Wellbeing 
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Health & Wellbeing 
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Health & Wellbeing 
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Health & Wellbeing 
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Health & Wellbeing 
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Health & Wellbeing 
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Community Events 
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Community Events 
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Expressions of Interest 
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School Uniform Price List 2023 
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School Canteen Menu 

 
Stacey’s Monday Canteen  

Special 
 

Hot Dogs with sauce, mustard 
&/or cheese 

$5.00 
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2023 Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

August Mon 28th Cybersafety Presentation Yr. 7-9 & Yr. 10-12 

 Mon-Fri 28th-1st Enviro Week 

 Tues 29th Yr. 12 Biology—Ecolinc Excursion 

MIPS 

September Mon 4th State Shoot 

R U OK Day 

Yr. 10-12 ADF Careers Talk 

 Mon-Tues 4th-5th Yr. 12 OES Camp — Anglesea 

 Wed 6th MIPS 

 Wed/Thurs/

Fri 

6th/7th/8th VSSS Dance Rehearsal — Melbourne 

 Sat  9th VSSS Dance Concert — Melbourne 

 Mon-Fri 11th-15th Yr. 10 Work Experience 

 Wed 13th Birchip Cropping Group Field Day 

 Thurs 14th MIPS 

 

 Fri 15th Yr. 8 Active Girls Brunch — Natimuk 

 Fri 15th Last Day of Term 3 — 2pm Finish (Footy Colours’ Day) 

October Mon 2nd Term 4 Begins 

 Thurs 5th LMR Athletics 

 Mon 9th Yr. 10/11 Flourish Girl  

 Mon 16th SSV Athletics 

 Fri 20th Last Day for Year 12 students 

 Tues 24th English Exam 

 Wed 25th NCD Bowls/Shoot 


