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On Friday 25th August, Mrs. Bourchier 
set off on a cultural adventure with her 
amazing Year 10 French class.  
 
Sophie and Ava started off the journey 
with their dubious serenading.  
Fortunately, they had run out of songs 
by Ravenswood. We arrived at the  
Stables Theatre in North Melbourne, quickly locating a suitable 
parking space. As we had time to spare, we caught a tram to the 
CBD and ate a multicultural lunch at Melbourne Central.  

 
Once back in North Melbourne, we entered the small theatre where 
we met the director of the play. The audience was made up of  
students from two large city schools and a few members of the public.   
 
The play ‘Flagrant Délire’ was a murder mystery that included a cast 
of suspicious characters who were not entirely what they seemed to 
be and it turned out the whole situation was a fake. The play was  
performed entirely in French, but our understanding was helped by 
the ‘sous titres’ that flashed up on the wall behind the actors. The  
computer operators did a great job of matching the right dialogue with 

each actor and we found only one occasion where they missed an actor’s speech.  
Before we had left St. Arnaud, each student 
speculated who was going to be the perpetrator 
of the crime - both George and Owen correctly  
predicted the culprits. 

 

 

https://www.starnaudsc.vic.edu.au/
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Parent/Carer/Guardian Opinion Survey  
Over the last three weeks, I have mentioned the Parent/Carer/

Guardian Opinion Survey and the importance that it plays in our annual data gathering. It is 

one of three surveys that the Department and School uses to provide important feedback to help 

guide school improvement. This year we have sent out invites to 30 families to participate in 

the survey and currently we have had 8 responses, which means five families completed the 

survey this past week.  

Our response rate is one of the factors that does get looked at, so again I would encourage  

anyone who has received a survey request to spend the 15-20 minutes to complete it. As I said 

last week, if you are experiencing any difficulties in getting onto the survey, please contact us 

at the College or we can make a device available to you here.  If there is a real reason that you 

are unable to complete the survey, could you please contact the College, so your survey  

allocation can be given to another family. A reminder email was again sent out yesterday, so 

please check your inbox! 

Building Works 
What a difference a week makes! It is such an experience to be able to watch how quickly 

things can progress, and, as expected, the final major pour was completed in great time on  

Monday. Now that all the form work is removed, the site has taken on a whole new look and 

the full footprint can be seen. We have been fortunate to be able to take School Council last 

week and staff this week, on a walk-through of the building and everyone is impressed with the 

sheer size and how it ties the BER (or science wing) in with the rest of the school. 

The crane will be back on site for the next few weeks putting up the rest of the frame which has 

started to arrive this week. It will be action stations as the staging of the works will allow  

multiple trades to be able to work in different areas without getting in each other’s way. 

I have included some drone photos on page 4 of the works so far – I think they provide a pretty 

good and exciting picture. 

College Captain Applications  
As mentioned last week, we have called for applications for College Captains for 2024. It has 

been very encouraging to receive seven very strong applications this year, 2 from current  
Year 11 students and 5 from current Year 10 students. The applicants were interviewed this 
week by Dr. Taylor, Mrs. Reynolds and our two current College Captains, Rogan and Izzy. 

These students will now be preparing for their presentations to the Year 7 to 11 student body 
and staff, which will occur next Friday afternoon.  

Principal’s Report 
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Enviro Week 
Our Year 9 students have participated in Enviro Week this week 

which has included learning about our environment, planting trees 

and an overnight camping stay. It has been really pleasing to both 

see and hear reports of how well the students have conducted 

themselves and how much they have achieved. The week ended with a rewards day today and I 

am sure all the students have had a great experience for the week. Thanks to Miss Brown,  

Miss Goode and Mrs. Jackson for their work and organisation. 

R U OK Day 
On Monday, we will be celebrating R U OK? Day. R U OK? Day is our National Day of  
Action when we remind Australians that every day is the day to ask, 'Are you OK?' and start a  

meaningful conversation whenever they spot the signs that someone they care about might be 
struggling. This is vitally important for all of us as we would probably be aware that as a  
nation, we are having more people than ever experiencing mental health issues. Students are 

encouraged to wear a splash of yellow – and ask their friends, R U OK? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, 3rd - Monday, 4th September – Yr. 12 OES Camp - Anglesea 

Monday, 4th September – State Shoot & R U OK Day 

Thursday, 7th - Friday, 8th September — VSSS Dance Rehearsal 

Saturday, 9th September — VSSS Dance Concert  - Melbourne 

Monday, 11th - Friday, 15th September – Yr. 10 Work Experience 

Friday, 15th September — Yr. 8 Active Girls Brunch - Natimuk  
Friday, 15th September – Last day of Term 3 - 2pm Finish - Footy Colors’ Day 
Monday, 2nd October —  First Day of Term 4 

      
Tony Hand 
Principal 

             
 

 

Principal’s Report 
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School Build Photos 
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Office News 
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School Attendance Information 
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PLEASE CHECK YOUR EMAILS, A REMINDER WENT OUT  

YESTERDAY!! 
 
 

 

 

2023 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey: 

 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS / CAREGIVERS / GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY 
THINK! 

 
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what Parents/Caregivers/Guardians 

think of our school. The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an  
annual survey offered by the Department of Education that is designed to assist 
schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, 

student behavior, and student engagement. The survey is optional, but we  
encourage all families to participate. Our school will use the survey results to 
help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

 
 A random sample of approximately 30 Parents/Caregivers/Guardians have been 

selected to participate in this year’s survey. 
 

The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will be open from 
Monday 7th August to Friday 8th September 2023. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and 
can be accessed at any convenient time within the survey period on desktop 

computers, laptops, tablets, or smartphones. The online survey will be available 
in English and 10 other languages including Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, 

Japanese, Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. 
 

Please contact the General Office if you require any assistance!! 
 

Parent Opinion Survey 



 8 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

R U OK? Day — 4/9/23 
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Last week, we continued the Broader Horizons  
Program jointly led through the North Central Local 
Learning & Employment Network (NCLLEN), aimed at 
introducing the Year 9 students to different potential 
career paths they may not have otherwise considered.  
 
This week a group of  
students went to several 

local retail and customer orientated businesses  
within St. Arnaud. These businesses were the Post 
Office, Knights Accounting, the St. Arnaud Police  
Station, Railway Art Gallery, and Petstock-Mitre 10 
group.  

 
 
The students eagerly listened to the various jobs 
that they were exposed to throughout the entire 
day and asked insightful questions of the many 
wonderful presenters who took time out of their 
day to speak to them. The students represented 
the College admirably and certainly took a lot 

home to think about.  
 

The final group of students will be heading to the Local Government next  
Thursday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yr. 9 Broader Horizons — Retail 
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 Yr. 11 Food Studies 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This week Jackson and Anthony both cooked empanadas but with different  

ingredients. 

 

Anthony cooked empanadas with tuna and green 

olives and Jackson cooked empanadas with beef 

and potato. 

 

Empanadas is Spanish for ‘to bake in pastry’.       

Empanadas are usually single served savoury      

pastries with a meat or fish and vegetable filling. 

They feature some of the most important ingredients in Spanish cooking such as 

olive oil, olives and smoked paprika. Smoked paprika is one of the signature   

spices of Spain and it adds an intensity of colour and depth of flavour to the    

filling. 
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VSSS Dance Spectacular 
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 Yr. 12 Biology 

 

Yr. 12 Biology Excursion to Ecolinc -  
How are species related 

 
On Tuesday 29th August, the Year 12 Biology 
students once again drove down to Ecolinc in 
Bacchus Marsh to complete their SAC for 
Outcome 2 on how we can determine how 
closely related different organisms are and to 
discover how proteomics is one method for 
determining evolutionary relatedness. 
 
They did this by learning 

how to compare protein profiles of different  
animals and predicted evolutionary relatedness 
of marine animals which included an atlantic 
salmon, a prawn, a rainbow trout, gummy shark 
and scallop. 
 
We extracted protein from muscle tissue of the 
animals and then set up and ran a polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis. 
After lunch we analysed the gels and constructed a cladogram  
showing evolutionary relatedness of the animals. 
 
It was determined that the rainbow trout and the atlantic salmon 
were the most closely related and the scallop and prawn very distant 
ancestors that diverged to become different species at the same 
time on the evolutionary scale. 
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 Active Schools Committee 
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In food this week, students once again had the opportunity to make a two-course 

meal, the main course being spicy chicken sticks and the dessert an apple tarte 

tatin. The spicy chicken satay skewers are a popular street food found in many 

countries across South-East Asia. It is a combination of spices that make up the  

satay flavour and they are thought to have originated on the Indonesian island of 

Java. The delicious apple tarte is a classic French dessert; the appeal of this dish is 

the combination of caramel, warm, soft apple and crisp pastry. Apples are a good 

source of vitamin C and dietary fibre.  

In theory, students have looked at the risks to environmental sustainability in 

providing food security and the strict biosecurity that needs to occur to stop pests 

and diseases from coming into the country and harming our crops and livestock. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yr. 12 Food Studies 



 15 

 

 

 

 
 
In Year 11 Health and Human 
Development we are currently 
looking at development. In 
particular, we are exploring 
the considerations in  
becoming a parent and the 
role of parents and carers in 
determining the optimal development of children. As 
a part of this, students were able to take part in a  
parenting experience with an infant simulator. This 
simulator required the same care as that of a  
newborn baby, requiring nappy changes, bottle  
feeding, burping and rocking. It also recognised poor 
or rough handling, and temperature. These were all 
assessed through a wireless program in which  
students received a score out of 100 for their  
performance in caring for the infant. 
 
Students were excited to have this infant simulator 
experience, but were very ready to return them when 
the time came. Well done to all students involved and 
thank you to Charlton College for allowing us to lend 
the simulators.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yr. 11 Health & Human Development 
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 Purple Day— 25th August 
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 2023 Energy Breakthrough 

 
 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR THE 2023 SCHOOL  

ENERGY BREAKTRHOUGH PROGRAM 

 

It is that time of year where the College begins its preparations for the 

Energy Breakthrough Program (EBT). This year we will look to have 

two teams — a Year 7-9 and Year 10-12 team — to race at both Casey 

Fields on the 21st of October for a 10-hour race, and of course, the big 

24-hour race at Maryborough over the weekend of the  

24th —26th of November.  

 

Both teams will have 8 riders and 1 pit crew member, with an even 

split of males and females.  

 

There will be practice nights on Wednesdays and Thursdays after 

school, with an occasional weekend practice, depending on  

availability.  

 

Any student who is interested in finding out more details is  

encouraged to contact Mr. Mac.  
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L2P Program 

Contact Penny on  

0418 535 478 
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Winter is here with a vengeance !!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Why not purchase one of our school beanies? 
 

 
 

School Beanies For Sale 
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 School Doctor’s Clinic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doctors In Schools Program  
 

We are very lucky to have Dr. Mohammad Jawad and Practice 

Nurse Kylie Kirk with us starting on Wednesday, 9
th
 August.  

Please take note this service is now on a WEDNESDAY !! 

This service is available free to students. 

  

Any students requiring appointments to see the GP can see  

Mrs. Chapman. 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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The G.H. Edwards Library 
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Our school offers breakfast on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Students have 

toast, milk, fruit, and we also do special breakfasts, for example,     

pancakes. Come along! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

At St. Arnaud Secondary College, 

we can organise Food Bank  

Hampers for families. If your family 

require assistance, please contact 

Rosanne Chapman, Student  

Wellbeing  Student Support  

Coordinator, at the College on 

54951 811.  

Inquiries are treated confidentially.  

 

We thank Foodbank Victoria for helping us to support our families. 

 
 

Health & Wellbeing 
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Health & Wellbeing 



 28 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Health & Wellbeing 



 29 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Health & Wellbeing 
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Health & Wellbeing 
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Health & Wellbeing 
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Community Events 
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Community Events 
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Community Events 
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School Holidays Events 
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Expressions of Interest 
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School Uniform Price List 2023 
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School Canteen Menu 

 
Stacey’s Monday Canteen  

Special 
                                            

Please support the  

           R U OK? Day BBQ 
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2023 Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

September Sun-Mon 3rd-4th Yr. 12 OES Camp — Anglesea 

 Mon 4th State Shoot 

R U OK Day — come dressed in Yellow, Gold Coin donation 

 Wed 6th MIPS 

 Wed/Thurs/

Fri 

6th/7th/8th VSSS Dance Rehearsal — Melbourne 

 Sat  9th VSSS Dance Concert — Melbourne 

 Mon-Fri 11th-15th Yr. 10 Work Experience 

 Wed 13th Birchip Cropping Group Field Day 

 Thurs 14th MIPS 

 

 Fri 15th Yr. 8 Active Girls Brunch — Natimuk 

Yr. 12 Breakfast 

 Fri 15th Last Day of Term 3 — 2pm Finish (Footy Colours’ Day) 

October Mon 2nd Term 4 Begins 

 Thurs 5th LMR Athletics 

 Mon 9th Yr. 10/11 Flourish Girl  

 Mon 16th SSV Athletics 

 Fri 20th Last Day for Year 12 students 

 Tues 24th English Exam 

 Wed 25th NCD Bowls/Shoot 

 Thurs 26th P.E Exam 

 Fri 27th Biology & General Maths Exam 

 Mon 30th Psychology & General Maths Exam 


