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A HUGE congratulations to Amy  

Greenaway who competed at the SSV 
Athletics State Championships in  

Melbourne on Monday.  
 

She placed 3rd in her Shot Put event, a 
fantastic effort Amy, well done! 

 
 

 

https://www.starnaudsc.vic.edu.au/
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COVID 
We are currently noticing a spike in the number of reported 

COVID cases at the College. This is effecting both students and 

staff and we would ask that everyone is vigilant, both in testing and following guidelines that 

are set out below: 

 
It is recommended that staff members, students or visitors who have symptoms of cold,  
influenza or COVID-19 undergo testing for COVID-19. Parents of symptomatic students 
should be asked to collect their child from school and keep them home until they are no longer 
symptomatic. 
The Department of Health recommends that staff and students who test positive for COVID-19 
isolate for a minimum of 5 days and do not attend school until their symptoms resolve. If well 
enough, students should be supported in the same way as students with an extended absence 
due to illness or injury, with learning material provided to support their continued learning. 
 
While symptoms persist, students/staff should remain at home. Once symptoms resolve,  
students/staff can go back school, but must wear a mask for 7 days from the day of positive 
test. The normal suggestions around hygiene – especially hand hygiene – and the use of masks 
and social distancing where possible, still apply. 
 

LMR Sports 
On Wednesday this week, we had many students represent the school in Hockey, Basketball 
and Table Tennis in Bendigo. The Basketball girls had a tough day at the office but enjoyed the 

day. The Table Tennis battled hard and only lost one game for the day – to the eventual      
winners! The intermediate Hockey battled hard and did well with the big winners on the day 
being the Junior Hockey Team who won their way through to the State competition.           
Congratulations to all! 

 

Building Update - School Council 
The new buildings are coming along at a great rate with all the internal wall framing having 

been completed last week, and the plastering and lining of rooms beginning. At our School 

Council meeting on Wednesday evening, all the College Councilors' got a tour of the building 

site which gave them a good feel for how everything will be in the new building. We are still 

waiting on word regarding the fire services which are required adjacent to Stephen St but were 

happy to be informed that they will be boring the pipeline instead of ripping a trench right 

across the oval. Hopefully these fire services works are completed over the next few weeks. 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
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Year 12’s Last Day 
This Friday (today) marks the last day of formal schooling for our 
Year 12 students. VCE students will be busily preparing for their 
upcoming exams and VM/VCAL students will be ensuring that 

they have completed all their required assessment items to       
successfully complete all outcomes. While the term “Muck Up 
Day” often gets bandied around, the day is a celebration of the completion of 13 years of     

formal schooling and should be a celebration for everyone. As is usual here, the Yr. 12         
students have negotiated some of the activities for the final day which has been very positive. 
As has become our local tradition, each Yr. 12 student plants a tree that hopefully they will 

come back and check in on ‘their tree’ and the school in general. This year, the students       
finished at lunchtime, with a final assembly and farewell at 12:25pm. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Tuesday, 24th October – VCE Exams begin in the BER 

Wednesday, 25th October – NCD Bowls/Shoot 

Thursday, 2nd November – Last day of VET at Charlton 

Friday, 3rd November – Yr. 8 & 9 Boys — Man Cave Program 

Monday, 6th November – Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday, 7th November – Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Thursday, 9th November – Yr. 7 Half-Day Transition 
 
  
  
  
Tony Hand 
Principal 

  

           

Term 1  

100% Student  

Attendance Awards 

Principal’s Report 
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School Attendance Information 
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Smoothie Bike Visit 
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 PLC Cycle 3 

 

PLC Cycle 3 – Literacy &  

Numeracy Focus 

17th October 2023 
 

This week, the teachers at St. Arnaud  

Secondary College reported about their most 

recent Professional Learning Community (PLC) work. During each term throughout the year,  

teachers have selected a topic for student learning to focus on. They conducted pre-testing 

to assess student’s current understanding, developed and deployed learning activities to 

improve student knowledge and skills, then conducted a post-test to examine student 

learning growth. Lastly, staff reflected on their practice and reported back to the other staff 

about their findings.  

During this third cycle – which started in Term 3 – teachers worked in groups to explore  

either a Literacy or Numeracy focus.  

 

Mrs. McCormick, Miss. Griffiths and Mrs. Bourchier all focused on exploring punctuation, 

capital letters and sentences, and how to improve student understanding about how to use 

these writing features more accurately.  

 

Ms. Alexander, Mrs. Tehan, Mr. Lobley and Dr. Taylor explored student knowledge of the 

concepts of ‘Context’, ‘Audience’ and ‘Purpose’, including students learning how to identity 

these features in a range of different texts.  

 

Miss. Brown, Miss. Goode, Miss. Bertalli and Mr. McDonald explored mathematical  

reasoning, and students’ abilities to understand and explain their mathematical thinking in 

arriving at solutions. 

 

Lastly, Mrs. Jackson and Mr. Redmond examined how students explain and reason their  

understanding of mathematical problems.   

 

The use of the PLC framework is part of St. Arnaud Secondary College staff’s continuing 

commitment to improving our work, so that we can be more effective in helping students 

to learn key skills and concepts. The PLC cycles will continue in 2024 with a renewed focus 

on areas of need.  

Dr. Calvin Taylor 

Leading Teacher, Teaching & Learning 
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 PLC Cycle 3 — Photos 
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 VCE Extended Investigation 

 

VCE Extended  

Investigation  

@ St. Arnaud  

Secondary College 
 

Extended Investigation is a VCE subject offered at Year 12. It 

gives students an opportunity to research a topic of their own 

choosing to develop and demonstrate critical thinking and 

communication skills.  

 

Throughout 2023 Isabell Hand completed a research  

project as a case study, exploring a contemporary problem related to education. Her 

question was: “What Influences do the Gender Norms of a Small Rural Victorian Town 

have on the Educational Aspirations and Engagement of its Adolescent Population?” 

 

She identified a need for a focus on improving the educational engagement and  

aspirations of rural students, through reference to a series of government inquires and 

reports over 30 years.  

 

Her work used the developmental theories of Ericsson and Bandura, finding both useful 

to justify her interpretative framework. This foregrounded the psychological perspective 

she wished to explore her topic through. 

 

She demonstrated through careful reading and synthesis of research, that there was a 

connection between gender and educational engagement, one that could be explained 

through a psychological lens. She also synthesised  

research which explained gender formation and  

gender-based factors affecting educational engagement 

and achievement. 

 

She collected and analysed statistical data and detailed 

qualitative information. 

 

She interpreted her data in the light of the established 

research, making productive connections with the  

theories of Ericsson and Bandura.  

 

To demonstrate her findings, Isabell completed and 

submitted a 4,000-word report, then presented her 
work orally, where she defended her approach and   

justified her findings.   
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 2023 Energy Breakthrough 

 
 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR THE 2023 SCHOOL  

ENERGY BREAKTRHOUGH PROGRAM 

 

It is that time of year when the College begins its preparations for the 

Energy Breakthrough Program (EBT). This year we will look to have 

two teams — a Year 7-9 and Year 10-12 team — to race at both Casey 

Fields on the 21st of October for a 10-hour race, and of course, the big 

24-hour race at Maryborough over the weekend of the  

24th —26th of November.  

 

Both teams will have 8 riders and 1 pit crew member, with an even 

split of males and females.  

 

There will be practice nights on Wednesdays and Thursdays after 

school, with an occasional weekend practice, depending on  

availability.  

 

Any student who is interested in finding out more details is  

encouraged to contact Mr. Mac.  
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L2P Program 

Contact Penny on  

0418 535 478 
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 School Doctor’s Clinic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doctors In Schools Program  
 

We are very lucky to have Dr. Mohammad Jawad and Practice 

Nurse Kylie Kirk with us starting on Wednesday, 9
th
 August.  

Please take note this service is now on a WEDNESDAY !! 

This service is available free to students. 

  

Any students requiring appointments to see the GP can see  

Mrs. Chapman. 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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 Careers & Pathways 
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The G.H. Edwards Library 
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Our school offers breakfast on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Students have 

toast, milk, fruit, and we also do special breakfasts, for example,     

pancakes. Come along! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

At St. Arnaud Secondary College, 

we can organise Food Bank  

Hampers for families. If your family 

require assistance, please contact 

Rosanne Chapman, Student  

Wellbeing  Student Support  

Coordinator, at the College on 

54951 811.  

Inquiries are treated confidentially.  

 

We thank Foodbank Victoria for helping us to support our families. 

 
 

Health & Wellbeing 
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Donald Junior Cricket Association  
2023/24 Season 

 

DJCA is calling for names of interested players: boys born 1/9/2007 to 

1/9/2013 and girls born 1/9/2005 to 1/9/2013. All interested players please 

submit your interest in playing as we investigate different options for the    

coming season.  

Games will be played on a Friday night with the structure of the competition, 

grades, location of games and team allocation (mixed teams or towns to enter 

teams) to be decided once the numbers of players are known. 

Please message names and date of birth to Jack Tellefson on 0430 143 915, 

Xanthi Rice on 0407 555 152 or Hayley Soulsby on 0418 518 892. Closing date 

for interest is Monday October 23rd so decisions around the competition can be 

made.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Sports Event 
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Community Events 
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Community Events 
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Expressions of Interest 
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School Uniform Price List 2023 
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School Canteen Menu 

 
Stacey’s Monday Canteen  

Special 
 

Surprise Special, look out 
Monday  
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2023 Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

October Tues 24th English Exam 

 Wed 25th NCD Bowls/Shoot 

 Thurs 26th P.E Exam 

MIPS 

 Fri 27th Biology & General Maths Exam 

 Mon 30th Psychology & General Maths Exam 

 Tues 31st PDT Exam 

MIPS 

November Wed 1st Math Methods Exam 

 Thurs 2nd Math Methods & OES Exam 

VET Last Day 

 Fri 3rd HHD Exam 

Yr. 8 & 9 Man Cave Program 

 Mon 6th PUPIL FREE DAY 

 Tues 7th Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

 Wed 8th Chemistry & Legal Exam 

 Thurs 9th Yr. 7 Half-Day Transition 

Geography Exam 

 Fri 10th VET Sport & Recreation Exam 

 Mon 13th Food Exam 

 

 Mon-Thurs 13th-16th Exams — Yr. 9-11 students 

 Wed 15th French Exam 

 Thurs 16th Yr. 12 Graduation Dinner 

 Fri 17th PUPIL FREE DAY 

 Mon 20th Step Up Begins 

MIPS 


