St. Arnaud Secondary College

Weekly
Newsletter

4th December, 2020
Term 4
Week 9

Graduation
Sam Male

Dinner

St. Arnaud Secondary College is a Child Safe School.

Page 2

Principal’s Report
Year 12 Graduation Dinner
Last Thursday we held a Graduation Dinner for our Year 12 students at the St. Arnaud Racecourse.
We were very glad to be able to have an evening where students, parents and staff could attend whilst
adhering to current restrictions. The Racecourse provided a beautiful and relaxed atmosphere which
was very well received by students and parents. This may now form the basis of future graduation
dinners. All of the students were presented with awards followed by a 15 minute video which gave
an excellent overview of both the six years at the College, as well as individual contributions from
the students about the past and the future. All in all it was a very positive way to finish the year for
our Year 12 students.
Step Up Begins – and last day for Years 10 and 11 for 2020
This week our Step Up program has begun for all students in Years 7 to 11 at the College. This program is a vital step in the preparations for 2021 studies and all students will be completing required
units of work during this time. It also affords the opportunity for students going into Years 11 and 12
a very solid kick start, other than just reading text books and novels over the Christmas break. It was
also pleasing to have the Year 6 to 7 Orientation students in the school on Tuesday, to give us an early look at all classes for 2021. We look forward to seeing them again next Monday for their final day
of orientation.
Today our Year 10 and 11 students completed their final day of schooling for 2020. We wish them
all the very best over the summer break and look forward to seeing them all again on January 28.
Staffing for 2021
We have some staffing news for 2021. Over the last few weeks some staffing appointments have
been made. We will be welcoming Ms. Barbara Chambers to our staff who is joining us from
Monash University to teach maths at the College. We also have appointed Miss. India Griffith to the
school for a further two years in a Humanities/Psychology position. And contrary to popular belief,
Mr. Marland will be remaining at the College in 2021. We are very positive and excited about our
new (and existing) appointments and are looking forward to next year.
Activities Days
On Monday 14 and Tuesday 15 December, the staff have planned two full days of activities to help
celebrate the end of the year for the students. One of these days will be based at school with options
for both indoor and outdoor activities, in 2 hour intervals and the second day, a full day at Lake Wooroonook with a huge range of activities planned for the day. We will be waiting until closer to the
days to determine the most suitable weather for the Lake Day.
Dates and expectations for the rest of the year
Friday 11 December
Year 7 to 9 Step Up Program finishes
Mon 14 & Tues 15 December
Year 7 to 9 Activities days
Wed 16, Thur 17 and Fri 18 Dec Interviews by Request
Presentation Evening
Through feedback from staff mentors and discussion with School Council, a decision has been made
to hold this year’s Presentation Evening on January 28, 2021. This will hopefully allow us to have a
ceremony which will acknowledge the achievements of all students and to formally farewell our year
12 cohort as a school community.
Tony Hand
Principal
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Thanks Des & Donna!!

A big thank you to
Des Moulday and
Donna Harkness for supervising our VCE Exams. Des
has been supervising our exams for sometime and does
an amazing job with Donna
starting this year as his assistant. The College appreciZack Weir
ates the effort you go to in
making sure all our exams
run smoothly.

Tessa Young

Duncan Jackson

Below are some of our
students on their last day
of exams.
Isabel Hand
Hodges

Keegan Amos
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Year 7 Ceramics
Year 7 have studied Ceramics this term. They’ve learnt three different construction techniques.
This week they received their finished coil plant pots and slab built mugs. Students were very
surprised at the difference the glazing made and very happy with their finished products. The
pots and mugs have made two journeys to Donald to be fired in Donald High School’s brand new
kiln. Thanks to Julie Bond for sharing and Mr. Segger for delivering and picking up the precious
cargo.
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Victorian State Schools Spectacular

Just an update on what is happening with VSSS this week and into next year.
Don’t forget to watch the concert on Channel 7 this Saturday night 5 th December at 7pm!
It will also be livestreamed on the 7plus app and 7plus website – www.7plus.com.au – and will be available
for catch-up viewing on the 7plus app and website for 30 days from the broadcast date.
There was no live concert this year and instead a ‘virtual concert’ was constructed using individual video
clips of every student. This was put into a grid and should look fantastic on the screen on Saturday night.
We had 4 students taking part in this: Maya Feeny, Jessica Cassar, Scarlett Hand and Gypsy Donald. Well
done girls, on a fantastic effort showing persistence and resilience… you never gave up!
Next year, the Performing Arts Unit has decided to once again do a virtual concert using their studio in
Collingwood to film each student individually with the best lighting, sound, costumes and cameras in a
made for television event.
Each school in Mass Dance will spend one day at the Collingwood studio being filmed. Choreographers,
Deon and Hara will be there to work with individual students so that they get the best result on film. The
students will only have to learn certain pieces of choreography from 3 songs…. but not the whole song.
The end result will once again be achieved by inserting many squares of video onto a grid to give the effect
of a group dancing. Sounds like a lot of fun!
The first rehearsal will be provided online but they are hoping that the second rehearsal will be held at
each school. We need to know how many St. Arnaud students are interested by Friday 9 th December.
Watch the concert on Saturday night and see if it is something you would like to be involved in next year.
Please message or call Deb Feeny with your expression of interest on 0429 956275.
Thank you, and looking forward to an exciting VSSS in 2021!
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Careers & Pathways
Year 12 Reminders

JOB PROFILE
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST

ATARs and Study Scores - Wednesday 30th December
VTAC Change of Course Preferences close – Monday
4th January 2021
VTAC Course Offers - Thursday 14th January 2021
Creating a USI - www.usi.gov.au/your-usi/create-usi

Accessing VCE Results and the ATAR https://resultsandatar.vic.edu.au

Make Your Move – Careers in
International Freight, Transport &
Logistics

The International Freight, Transport and Logistics
industry in Australia has recently been defined by the
Federal Government during the COVID-19 crisis as an
"Essential Service". Why is this industry so important
and essential now to the Australian economic
recovery and the health of residents or tourists and
how does this impact and highlight career options and
pathways for students? Watch these micro videos of
young trainees and their experience and thoughts
about getting into the industry at www.mymv.org

Careers in Genetics

Are you looking for a health career that’s a bit
different? You could consider a career in genetics.
Genetics is the study of the individual genes that
make up life – things like viruses and diseases, and
us!
There are several different roles you can work in, all
with unique tasks and challenges. NSW Health has
interviewed three professionals in different roles so
you can see what a job in genetics is like.

Find out more about Genetic Pathology
here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=DonwRoz1nm0
Find out more about Genetic Counselling
here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqMeWHvSiKQ
Find out more about Clinical Genetics
here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=g5fEHRZTj1A

If you are leaving school or looking for work, JobTrainer
could be your opportunity to study free or low-fee
courses. You can study for an accredited diploma,
certificate, or short course. Learn skills for a range of
jobs in demand. Through JobTrainer the Government
is offering training to people aged 17-24 or out of work
and providing support for businesses to retain their
apprentices and trainees. Students aged 17-24 or out
of work, JobTrainer could be an excellent opportunity
to study a free or low-fee course. Applicants can
choose from a range of accredited diplomas,
Stuart Finch
certificates, or short courses.
Visit:
https://yourcareer.gov.au/jobtrainer/

Environmental scientists measure and record features
of the environment and study, assess and develop
methods of controlling or minimising the harmful
effects of human activity on the environment.
Duties Include:
 Plan and conduct research into the physical and
biological nature of the environment
 Undertake laboratory work
 Monitor the environmental impacts of development
activities
 Conduct research and prepare proposals to
minimise the impact of industrial, agricultural and
urban processes on the environment
 Develop conservation plans
 Investigate and report on breaches of
environmental guidelines
 Run community education programs
 Assist with environmental emergencies, such as
chemical spills and accidents
 Analyse pollutants, identify their sources and
assess their effects on the environment
 Monitor the effects of pollution and land
degradation, and recommend ways of prevention
and control
 Rehabilitate land, water and air affected by mining,
logging, construction, degradation or pollution
 Research matters of immediate and long-term
importance to governments and communities, such
as the impact of land clearing on native animals
and the impact of waste products on waterways
 Negotiate with, and provide advice to, industry,
government and the public on environmental
matters, such as the management, re-use or
disposal of hazardous materials
 Assist with the development of environmental
policies, strategies and codes of practice
 Conduct environmental audits.
Related Courses Include:
Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Veterinary and
Wildlife Science, Bachelor of Environmental and
Conservation Science, Bachelor of Environmental
Science, Bachelor of Agricultural Sciences, Bachelor
of Outdoor Education, Bachelor of Biological Sciences
Future Growth:
Strong

Keegan Amos

For further information visit
www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au/careersguide/environmental-scientist or www.myfuture.edu.au

Mrs Rebecca Reynolds
Careers Co-ordinator
Sue Clay
Careers and Pathways
Email: s.clay@ncllen.org.au
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Isabel Hand
Hodges

Keegan Amos

Stuart Finch
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2021 1:1 Notebook Program
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2021 1:1 Notebook Program

Is-

Keegan Amos

Stuart Finch
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Notices
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Term 4
December

Semester 2 - 2020
Fri

4

Year 10 and 11’s finish

Mon

7

2021 Year 7 Orientation Day

Wed

9

Year 9 NCTTC Last Day

Fri

11

Activity Day

Mon

14

Activity Day

Fri

18

Last Day of Term 2.30pm dismissal

Term 1
January

Semester 1 - 2021
Wed

27

Staff Resume

Thurs

28

Years 7, 11 & 12 Begin School
Presentation Evening

Fri

29

Years 8, 9 & 10 Begin School

February

Wed

10

Immunisations Years 7 & 10

March

Tues

9

Year 7 Summit Camp

Wed

10

Year 7 Summit Camp

Thurs

11

Year 7 Summit Camp

Fri

12

Year 7 Summit Camp

Mon

22

School Photos

Thurs

1

End of Term 2.30pm Dismissal

Mon

19

School Resumes

April

